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One World MagazineDear OneWorld readers,

 It is my privilege to present to you 
the Fall 2008 issue of OneWorld magazine 
at the University of Illinois at Chicago. The 
articles you will read in this semester’s issue 
cover a diverse range of topics, but they are 
bound together by one central goal: to bring 
awareness to our campus through informa-
tive and inspiring articles. We hope readers 
will be positively impacted by the articles 
and photography in this issue, and that they 
will be challenged to think deeper about the 
humanitarian issues facing our world. This 
semester, a significant number of students 
have written about their outreach work 
and studies abroad. The stories they have 
brought home with them provide factual 
insight about our world today, but they are 
also moving and tremendously motivational. 
Through volunteer efforts in Chicago’s 
Pilsen community, to teaching experiences 
in India’s hill stations – UIC students are 
proving their commitment to be active and 
engaged in our global society. The topics 
covered in this issue of the magazine rep-
resent only a small fragment of the social 
justice issues that are taking place around 
the world. However, we ascertain that even 
an initial awareness of such issues can go 
a long way to creating a better world for our 
generation and the ones to follow. 
 
 We offer our gratitude to our advisor, 
Lon Kaufman. The support he has extended 
to OneWorld, since its inception two years 
ago, has been greatly appreciated and his 
embrace of OneWorld’s vision has been in-
valuable to us. We thank him for his service 
to OneWorld and to UIC’s Honors College!
 
Priscilla Kunamalla
President 

Photography by Alexandra Matzke 
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 In our paternalistic, post peace-core society, we are 
all	encouraged	to	travel	and	make	a	difference	in	the	lives	of	
people	outside	of	the	United	States.	But	this	is	not	as	easy	at	it	
sounds. To me, international humanitarianism is like a red-car-
pet, A-list, celebrity event. Everything is covered in glitter and 
bright lights. There is only one problem. How does the average 
college student get in? The problems that arise when attempting 
international	work	are	like	an	army	of	bouncers	standing	at	the	
door.	“You’re	not	on	the	list.”	These	problems	come	from	many	
areas including practical questions such as where one should 
go,	what	he/she	is	actually	going	to	do,	and	what	benefits	are	
really	going	to	result	from	the	project.	There	are	also	personal	
philosophical hurdles to overcome. What are my true reasons 
for	doing	this	type	of	work?	And	when	one	actually	goes	abroad,	
the	difficulties	and	struggles	increase	exponentially.	Clearly,	
there are many hurdles to overcome when trying to accomplish 
an	international	volunteer	project,	but	the	experience	is	by	far	
worth	it:	it	is	life	changing.	This	article	is	about	three	students	
who	travelled	to	Dehradun,	India	to	make	an	international	effort	
that	they	had	always	dreamed	of	and	the	lessons	that	they	
learned along the way. 
	 The	project	started	with	simple	ideas	and	after	a	year	
of	planning	and	collaborating,	it	finally	matriculated.	Since	the	
time she was old enough to remember, Nina Gupta, a junior at 
the	University	of	Illinois	at	Urbana-Champaign,	had	wanted	to	
volunteer with the Latika Roy Foundation in Dehradun, India. 
The	foundation	was	created	by	Jo	McGowan-Chopra,	with	the	
goal	to	provide	education,	public	awareness,	and	advocacy	for	
children	with	special	needs	in	India.	Knowing	of	their	interest	
in doing international work, Nina invited UIC students Adam 
Kuranishi and me to join in this experience. With the team 
created, it was clear that we did not want this to be a typical 
volunteer	experience.	We	wanted	to	be	part	of	an	experience	
that	would	positively	impact	the	lives	of	Dehradun’s	children.	
After	consulting	a	wide	range	of	ideas,	philosophies	and	people,	
we	crafted	an	educational	curriculum	that	we	believed	had	the	
power	to	benefit	young	children.	
First	and	foremost,	we	wanted	to	provide	an	experience	that	
would challenge the participants intellectually. This challenge re-
quired	them	to	step	back	from	their	lives	and	view	it	from	a	new	
perspective. Such a perspective would help the participants to 
better understand themselves and enable them to answer these 
questions: Who am I? What is my community? What is my posi-
tion in my community, in my country, and in the world? What 
can	I	do	to	positively	impact	all	of	these	things?	Furthermore,	
we hoped the children would better understand their potential 
as agents to mold and shape their lives as they choose. We 
decided	to	use	photography	as	our	tool	of	choice	because	it	
would	be	the	most	useful	way	to	accomplish	our	goals.	How-
ever	informed,	uninformed,	or	naïve	our	goals	appeared	to	be,	
a camera was necessary because photographs are a snapshot 
in	time	from	which	one	can	step	back	and	analyze	that	situation	
as an outsider. 
 We arrived in Dehradun on July 1st and immediately 
went	to	work.	Our	first	task	was	to	become	acquainted	with	
the Foundation. The Latika Roy Foundation has many centers 
and	areas	of	interest.	We	planned	to	conduct	our	class	in	two	
locations,	the	Latika	Roy	Center	for	Convocational	Training	and	
Latika	Vihar.	Initially,	we	began	at	Latika	Vihar,	an	after	school	
program	for	children	with	and	without	special	needs.	It	was	
designed	to	be	an	inclusive	environment	where	children	of	all	

socio-economic and cultural backgrounds could come together 
and	experience	the	joys	of	fun,	creativity,	and	acceptance.	
However,	after	five	minutes	at	Latika	Roy	I	understood	what	it	
truly was: organized chaos. There must have been one-hundred 
kids running around everywhere. They were playing hockey in 
front	of	the	center,	learning	arts	and	crafts	on	tables	outside,	
taking pottery class in the yard, and playing on a jungle gym in 
the	back.	There	was	so	much	fun	that	I	lost	all	sense	of	real-
ity.	It	was	certainly	not	the	environment	that	I	expected	to	find.	
Naturally,	I	left	Latika	Vihar	invigorated	with	the	excitement	of	a	
child.
	 The	following	day	we	came	back	to	Latika	Vihar	with	
a goal: we had to select which children would participate in our 
program.	This	was	much	more	difficult	than	we	imagined.	How	
would we choose between children we barely knew? What 
qualities should we base our decision on and how would we 
find	out	who	has	them?	These	answers	did	not	come	to	us	right	
away and we discovered that we had to become active observ-
ers to achieve this goal. We immersed ourselves in the world 
of	Latika	Vihar,	doing	crafts,	playing	cricket,	playing	a	form	of	
tag	called	kho-kho,	and	a	multitude	of	other	childhood	activities.	
This	was	also	a	time	the	children	could	figure	out	who	we	were.	
Like all people, children are cautious and will not open up to 
just	anyone;	they	would	never	do	so	if	we	separated	ourselves	
from	them	by	acting	as	authority	figures.	As	far	as	the	spe-
cific	qualities	we	were	looking	for,	we	never	figured	those	out.	
Instead,	we	listed	all	of	the	children	between	the	ages	of	eight	
and twelve and randomly picked twelve. We had also previously 
arranged	three	students	with	the	staff	of	Latika	Vihar	making	a	
total	of	fifteen	pupils.	
	 The	first	day	of	class	came	before	we	knew	it.	All	of	a	
sudden	we	were	sitting	in	a	classroom	with	fifteen	young	and	
eager minds all staring back at us wondering what they had 
gotten	themselves	into.	I	think	we	felt	that	way	too,	but	we	be-
gan with a simple introduction and an exercise. We discussed 
the things that would tell us who they were, such as who their 
friends	were,	what	they	feared,	and	what	they	enjoyed	the	
most. Following the discussion we asked them to answer one 
question	in	the	form	of	a	drawing.	This	was	designed	to	help	
them think on a symbolic level and thus help them when taking 
photographs. Finally, we distributed the cameras and gave the 
assignment: go home and take pictures that answer the ques-
tions we talked about and that represent you.
	 The	following	days	proceeded	in	a	similar	manner	
but	with	different	topics.	We	explored	the	ideas	of	community,	
environment, and health. Surprisingly, the children were eager 
to	discuss	their	ideas.	We	found	that	initially	the	children	were	
reserved.	They	first	tried	to	figure	out	what	we	wanted	from	
them	and	how	it	would	affect	their	grade.	They	spent	a	lot	of	
time trying to discover a correct answer, when there was no cor-
rect	answer	to	be	found.	We	wanted	to	know	exactly	what	they	
were thinking. Gradually, the more they understood this, the 
easier their answers came. The daily assignment was always 
the	same	until	all	of	the	topics	had	been	covered.	We	then	col-
lected	the	cameras	and	waited	for	what	the	photos	would	bring	
to us.
	 In	this	section	I	will	highlight	a	few	specific	photo-
graphs	and	explain	the	insights	they	gave	us.	The	first	photo	
was	taken	by	Shailey.	It	is	of	her	mother	standing	on	the	roof	
of	their	house.	The	woman	is	standing	straight	with	her	hands	
pressed	together	as	if	in	prayer.	There	is	a	light	glow	from	the	

Photography by Adam Kuranishi
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rising	sun,	but	otherwise	the	colors	are	dull.	Spirituality	and	religion	are	important	to	many	of	the	people	in	Dehradun	and	in	India.	Nu-
merous religious practices are observed throughout the country including those associated with Islam, Hinduism, Jainism, Christianity, 
Zoroastrianism,	and	the	Sikh	religion.	Shailey	comes	from	a	Hindu	family	and	yoga	is	a	philosophy	that	is	practiced	by	many	Hindus.	
The	philosophy	of	yoga	is	utilized	for	many	goals	including	the	refinement	of	the	body,	the	attainment	of	knowledge,	and	the	liberation	
from	the	pain	and	suffering	of	daily	life.	Shailey	explained	to	us	that	yoga	helps	her	mother	stay	happy	and	healthy.	It	keeps	her	mind	
sharp	and	her	body	in	shape.	This	type	of	yoga	must	be	performed	just	before	the	sun	comes	up	for	it	to	work	properly.	This	moment	
of	meditation	and	yoga	is	extremely	enlightening	and	is	exactly	the	type	of	image	that	we	hoped	the	children	would	capture.
 The second photograph brings up a well known and heart wrenching subject in India: the incredibly large socioeconomic 
gaps.	The	picture	was	taken	by	an	eight	year	old	girl	named	Tamanna.	She	is	wearing	a	common	outfit	for	Indian	women	called	a	sari.	
This	particular	sari	is	incredibly	special	to	her	family.	It	is	the	only	beautiful	sari	that	they	own,	and	it	is	worn	by	Tamanna,	her	mother,	
and	her	younger	sister.	They	took	turns	wearing	this	sari	and	posing	for	the	camera.	Tamanna’s	story	is	not	the	only	one	in	India.	
According	to	the	World	Bank’s	estimates,	forty-one	percent	of	people	in	India	are	living	below	the	international	poverty	line.	This	is	
incredibly	noticeable	to	the	casual	observer.	One	sees	slums	crowded	with	shanties	constructed	of	scrap	metal	and	tarps	resting	only	
feet	from	luxury	high-rise	apartments.	Furthermore,	due	to	the	desire	to	rid	metropolitan	areas	of	these	slums,	laws	have	been	put	in	
place	that	make	them	illegal	but	offer	no	other	alternatives	for	residents.	Tamanna’s	story	is	nothing	like	the	stories	of	the	residents	of	
Dehradun’s	shanty	towns,	still	many	may	consider	her	to	be	less	fortunate.	However,	I	beg	to	differ.	She	is	an	incredibly	bright	young	
girl	with	a	huge	smile	and	a	bright	future.	With	her	ability	to	live	a	life	of	love,	resilience,	and	happiness,	she	shows	us	the	true	value	of	
childhood.
	 As	one	can	see,	these	children,	the	beings	that	we	often	come	to	think	of	as	helpless,	innocent,	and	passive,	have	proven	
that	we	underestimate	them.	They	exhibited	creative	abilities	that	rival	professional	photographers:	see	the	object	through	the	lens	of	
the	camera,	manipulate	it	to	compose	a	photograph,	and	present	an	image	that	challenges	the	mental	capacity	of	the	viewer.	Children	
see	and	understand	much	more	than	we	allow	them	credit	for.	They	are	not	passive	and	controlled,	but	rather,	are	people	who	can	
initiate	contact	with	the	world	and	mold	it	to	fit	their	needs.	They	can	pose	viewpoints	that	are	valuable	to	every	society.	It	is	true	that	
children	often	have	not	had	the	experience	to	understand	the	framework	by	which	adults	construct	their	existence,	but	that	is	why	their	
viewpoints	are	all	that	more	beneficial.	We	need	to	change	our	understanding	of	children	to	one	that	more	greatly	appreciates	their	
abilities and societal value.
	 After	all	of	the	work,	the	struggles,	the	disappointment,	and	the	success,	I	believe	this	project	has	changed	our	outlook	on	the	
world.	We	learned	about	life	through	the	eyes	of	youth	half-way	across	the	globe.	They	taught	us	about	the	everyday	value	of	spiritual-
ity and religion in Dehradun. It is not necessarily about worship, but can be about training the mind and body. The children gave us an 
inside	glimpse	of	another	nation	with	huge	wealth	disparities.	It	reminded	me	of	the	destruction	of	public	housing	in	Chicago	and	con-
sequential	forced	relocation	of	its	tenants.	This	emphasizes	the	common	bonds	between	our	societies	and	the	need	for	global	humani-
tarian	efforts.	Finally,	the	children	of	Latika	Vihar	reminded	us	of	what	it	was	like	to	be	a	kid,	to	see	life	with	curiosity	and	a	positive	
attitude.	I	hope	I	never	forget	to	look	at	life	that	way.	The	final	question,	naturally,	is	where	do	we	go	from	here?	There	are	many	paths	
we	will	travel,	but	we	will	continue	to	raise	awareness	concerning	the	lives	of	these	children	and	working	as	hard	as	we	can	to	bring	
benefits	that	go	beyond	this	project.	The	children	have	impacted	us	in	ways	that	will	have	a	lifetime	of	effect.	Hopefully,	we	can	do	the	
same	for	them.	o

 Daniel Schneider is a junior majoring in anthropology. He plans to continue academic study in anthropology, teach, and con-
tribute to the field.

For	more	information	our	project	please	visit	http://projectfocusindia.wordpress.com
For	more	information	about	the	Latika	Roy	Foundation	please	visit	http://www.latikaroy.org
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	 Over	the	course	of	five	years,	too	many	soldiers	
have	witnessed	far	too	much	during	their	time	in	Iraq	and	
Afghanistan.	Seeing	death	and	destruction	all	around	
themselves,	it	is	little	wonder	that	many	suffer	from	post-
traumatic	stress	disorder,	a	condition	that	manifests	itself	
in	those	who	have	witnessed	terrifying	or	life-threatening	
events. Posttraumatic stress disorder, or PTSD, involves 
flashbacks	to	the	traumatic	event,	avoidance	of	stimuli	
associated with the event, and problems with social and 
professional	relationships,	among	other	symptoms.
	 Many	soldiers	returning	from	the	wars	in	Iraq	and	
Afghanistan	deal	with	such	symptoms,	as	most,	if	not	all,	
have experienced at least one traumatic event. PTSD 
can	manifest	in	many	ways,	affecting	all	aspects	of	their	
lives,	but	unfortunately,	many	do	not	seek	the	necessary	
treatment.	For	example,	many	people	with	PTSD	find	
that they can no longer hold a job, because they may 
experience	hallucinations	or	flashbacks,	inhibiting	their	
ability to work. A study conducted by the Army in 2004 
showed	that	one	of	eight	soldiers	suffered	from	PTSD,	
but	less	than	half	actually	seek	treatment.	Many	specu-
late	the	reason	for	this	is	because	soldiers	do	not	want	
to	deal	with	the	stigma	of	seeking	psychiatric	help.	Even	
though	this	information	is	meant	to	stay	secret,	many	
soldiers	believe	that	it	is	not	hard	for	such	information	to	
be uncovered.
 A recent movie, Stop-Loss, tried to increase 
public	knowledge	of	PTSD	by	depicting	all	of	its	main	
characters	suffering	from	some	form	of	symptoms.	Some	
characters had hallucinations in which they relived their 
experiences, some had dreams, and others turned to 
alcohol. For instance, the main character, Brandon King, 
repeatedly	suffered	hallucinations	in	which	he	saw	the	
maimed	body	of	one	of	his	good	friends.	However,	

none	of	the	soldiers	sought	any	kind	of	psychiatric	help,	
for	fear	of	being	perceived	as	weak	by	other	soldiers.	
Though this issue still does not get as much attention 
as it needs, the movie has raised awareness among the 
public	of	the	issue.
 While Army psychiatrists screen those returning 
from	the	war	just	a	few	months	after	their	return,	many	
studies suggest that there should be another screening 
much	later.	Often,	symptoms	of	PTSD	do	not	present	
until	a	few	months	to	even	a	few	years	after	the	event.	
As	a	result	of	this,	it	can	be	difficult	to	diagnose	PTSD	in	
soldiers	until	some	time	after	they	have	returned	home.	
Therefore,	many	doctors	advocate	for	a	second	screen-
ing	more	than	six	months	after	a	soldiers’	return	home	so	
that all can be assured the help necessary. 
	 In	the	past	few	years,	many	veterans	from	the	
wars	in	Iraq	and	Afghanistan	have	been	returning	home	
with a new weight to bear: PTSD. Especially detrimental 
to	these	soldiers,	PTSD	seems	to	affect	most,	if	not	all,	
aspects	of	a	person’s	life,	affecting	their	ability	to	main-
tain jobs, relationships, and even sanity. Soldiers will 
continue to go untreated unless help is actively brought 
to	them,	and	repeat	screenings	are	mandated.	If	some	
changes are not made soon, Americans will have yet 
another crisis on their hands. o
 
	 Jessica	is	a	freshman	at	UIC.	She	is	a	pre-medi-
cal student has a major in biological sciences.

Too Much, but Not Enough
by Jessica Kruppy

Photography by http://army.mil
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Minatiq al- ‘Ashwaya

 On September 6th, 2008, a rock slide on the steep 
desert hills that border Cairo, Egypt, slammed into the 
homes below, burying hundreds in debris. The Egyptian 
government	mobilized	a	rescue,	but	the	effort	was	compli-
cated	by	the	narrow	streets	and	alleys	in	this	part	of	the	city.	
Dozens	buried	in	the	rubble	would	never	see	the	light	of	
day again. The residents' initial despair turned to anger at 
the Egyptian government's inept response. The government 
responded	that	informal	communities	like	this	one	were	in	
perpetual	danger	and	that	residents	were	partly	at	fault	for	
living	illegally	in	the	shadow	of	the	cliffs,	where	the	streets	
were	too	narrow	for	rescue	vehicles	to	reach.
 Manshiet Nasser, where the rock slide struck, is 
one	of	the	largest	informal	communities,	called	minatiq	
al-'ashwayah, or "random areas," in Egypt's capital city. 
There are over 100 such shantytowns in Cairo, housing 
an	astounding	70%	of	the	city's	population.	The	residents	
of	these	slums	come	to	Cairo	from	the	countryside,	over	a	
thousand	every	week,	looking	for	jobs	and	opportunity.	But	
rarely	to	they	find	it.	The	poor	cannot	afford	decent	housing,	
so they end up here, on public and no-man's land, trapped 
in	a	cycle	of	poverty	with	no	apparent	way	out.	According	to	
a 2003 United Nations report, over 1 billion people world-
wide live in slums and shantytowns, and that number grows 
each	year	as	people	in	the	third	world	try	to	seek	out	a	life	
in	the	era	of	globalization.	The	governments	of	countries	
like	Egypt	simply	do	not	have	the	resources	to	take	care	of	
the	influx	of	people,	so	shantytown	dwellers	must	fend	for	

themselves. The ways in which they do this can be both 
troubling and inspiring.
	 In	Imbaba,	on	the	north	end	of	Cairo,	a	great	camel	
market	once	flourished.	These	days,	camels	in	Egypt	have	
gone	the	way	of	horses	in	the	American	West.	Their	days	
as transportation are numbered, but the camel traders have 
found	a	new	way	to	make	a	living	off	of	these	animals.	They	
sell	them	to	Cairo	butchers	for	their	meat.	Camel	meat	is	
cheaper	and	more	widely	available	than	beef,	and	is	often	
quietly substituted. Many tourists in Egypt would be sur-
prised to learn that they might have eaten camel slaugh-
tered in Imbaba at some point during their stay, without 
even knowing it.
	 Near	Manshiet	Nasser	lies	the	City	of	the	Dead,	
known	to	residents	simply	as	al-'Arafa,	"the	Cemetery."	
Here,	thousands	of	impoverished	people	who	cannot	afford	
adequate housing have taken up residence in the homes 
of	the	deceased;	mausoleum	after	mausoleum	converted	
into little stone houses. Naturally, a cemetery has no public 
services	or	infrastructure:	no	running	water,	no	sewers.	One	
of	the	biggest	problems	in	"random	areas"	is	the	proper	dis-
posal	of	human	waste,	which	contaminates	the	ground	and	
spreads disease.
	 Another	type	of	shantytown	has	arisen	all	across	
the	downtown	areas	of	Cairo,	in	faded	marble	buildings	that	
once	gleamed	and	had	the	nickname	"Paris	of	the	Middle	
East."	These	are	squatters	setting	up	makeshift	homes	on	
the	roofs	of	large	high-rise	apartment	buildings.	Anyone	

The ‘Random Areas’ of Cairo
by Stephen Cox

Photography by http://flickr.com/people/30557490@N08/
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who	has	seen	The	Yacoubian	Building	will	be	familiar	with	
this	arrangement.	It	is	tough,	but	for	those	who	are	able	to	
reach	these	accommodations,	they	are	relatively	safe	and	
close to the jobs there may be downtown. 
	 Jobs	are	the	bane	of	a	shanty	dweller.	A	visitor	to	
Egypt will quickly learn just what the high unemployment 
rate in this country means. At the airport, eager young men 
will	scramble	to	offer	travelers	their	luggage-carrying	ser-
vices. They will then pass the bags to another, and another, 
and another, until they bring you to their "brother's" or their 
"cousin's" taxi cab. A tip is expected at every step along the 
way,	and	it	would	be	ridiculous	if	it	was	not	such	a	serious	
issue. For those who cannot get jobs because they lack the 
connections, a cottage industry has sprung up swindling 
foreigners,	bringing	them	into	other	peoples'	shops	for	a	
share	of	the	profits,	or	befriending	them	and	then	plying	
them	with	stories	of	their	poverty.	It	is	understandably	hard	
for	impoverished	Egyptians	to	see	so	many	wealthy	for-
eigners and not at least try to improve their lot, especially 
because	alternatives	are	very	difficult	to	find.	
	 One	group	in	Manshiet	Nasser	itself,	however,	has	
found	an	interesting	economic	niche.	They	were	histori-
cally	a	group	of	pig	farmers	from	the	countryside.	When	
they came to Cairo and established themselves in Man-
shiet	Nasser,	they	began	collecting	trash	from	neighbor-
ing	areas	to	find	food	for	their	pigs.	As	time	went	on,	their	
trash collecting expanded until it was their main occupation. 
They are the Zabaleen, the "Garbage People," and they 
now	collect	most	of	the	trash	in	the	city	of	Cairo.	Living	in	
rickety shacks and crowded illegal apartments, they go out 
every day on small vehicles and donkey-pulled carts, into 
the	neighborhoods	of	the	wealthier	residents	of	the	city.	
They	collect	waste	-	thrown	out	food,	bottles,	cans,	etc.	-	
which	in	America	would	end	up	in	a	landfill.	They	take	it	
back to Manshiet Nasser, where they set to work sorting it, 
composting it, breaking it down. The whole community is 
mobilized	in	this	trade,	children	helping	their	mothers	sift	
through	the	refuse	to	pull	out	rusty	metal	and	plastic.	They	
melt down the various metals, the glass; they dice up the 
plastic;	they	compost	organics	and	feed	foodstuffs	to	their	
pigs.	They	charge	little	to	nothing	for	their	collection	servic-
es, instead selling recovered materials to make their living. 
Impressively,	80%	of	the	waste	that	the	Zabaleen	bring	into	
Manshiet Nasser is recycled. 
	 In	the	early	years	of	this	decade,	the	Egyptian	gov-
ernment has tried to harass the Zabaleen and replace them 
with commercial garbage collection. But this proved expen-
sive	and	inefficient,	and	the	effort	was	scaled	back	to	cover	
only	the	wealthy	and	tourist-frequented	neighborhoods,	
where the government didn't want to project an "unclean" 
image.	Most	of	Cairo	still	has	its	trash	collected	by	these	
impoverished shantytown dwellers, who have attracted the 
attention	of	environmental	groups	all	over	the	world,	who	
seek	to	learn	their	methods,	which	put	many	first	world	
recycling projects to shame. 
	 The	people	of	Cairo's	random	areas	have	come	up	
with many inventive ways to survive day-to-day. But survival 
is not the same as thriving. Among the Zabaleen, injury and 
disease	from	their	trade	is	widespread	and	affects	men,	
women,	and	children.	The	problems	of	waste	disposal	have	
been	discussed,	not	to	mention	the	shortage	of	food	and	
clean water. Violence in random areas is not as bad as in 
more notorious places like Jamaica's Trenchtown or Rio de 
Janiero's	City	of	God,	but	it	is	nonetheless	present.	And	in	
Cairo,	that	violence	is	mixed	with	another	aspect	of	life	in	

the shanties - Islamic extremism.
 In the Middle East, in contrast with Europe and 
America, governments are generally judged more by the 
"justice"	they	provide	than	the	"liberty"	they	allow.	If	a	
government	is	not	just,	there	must	be	some	avenue	for	
reforming	it.	In	the	random	areas,	the	government	of	Egypt	
is seen as neither just nor democratic. The huddled masses 
in	Cairo's	slums	have	little	institutional	recourse	for	chang-
ing	their	lot	in	life.	Some	beggars	have	been	known	simply	
to starve to death right there on the street. And they see, 
so close they can almost touch them, the wealthy neighbor-
hoods	of	Zemalek,	al-Maadi,	and	Nasr	City.	They	are	sur-
rounded not only with their own hopeless poverty, but with 
the	excessive	wealth	of	those	with	connections,	glittering	
jewelry	and	BMW's.	Militants	take	advantage	of	peoples'	
disparities	to	sew	seeds	of	anger	toward	the	government.	
Many	are	also	resentful	of	foreigners,	who	are	seen	as	en-
ablers, and who visibly bring immorality and decadence to 
Egypt, with their high-rise hotels on the Nile, their sexuality, 
and their alcohol. It burns them to see Tourist Police, whose 
job	is	not	to	protect	Egyptians,	but	to	protect	foreigners	
from	Egyptians.	With	so	little	hope	and	so	little	to	lose,	this	
anger	has	manifested	itself	in	the	assassination	of	political	
leaders, attacks on women who dress "inappropriately," the 
looting	of	Christian-owned	stores,	attacks	on	churches,	and	
the	bombing	of	tourist	spots	in	Sinai.	
 The government has slowly come around to the 
powder	keg	caused	by	the	desperate	poverty	of	the	random	
areas,	and	has	begun	efforts	to	clean	them	up.	"This	is	a	
political war, not a religious war, " said Abdel Rehim She-
hata,	governor	of	Giza	Province,	which	includes	much	of	
Cairo. "Religion is being used as a banner by the terrorists 
to	exploit	those	suffering	from	poverty	and	unemployment,	
to	exploit	those	living	in	filth	or	those	who	cannot	get	their	
children into schools."
	 But	as	long	as	the	militants	do	in	fact	help	the	
poor	of	the	shantytowns	more	than	the	government	does,	
the	government	will	continue	to	lose	the	struggle	for	the	
loyalties	of	Cairo's	poor.	One	successful	program	for	
revitalization was the $30 million Al-Azhar Park program. 
Non-Government	Organizations	like	the	Aga	Khan	Trust	for	
Culture	provided	micro-loans	to	locals	for	rebuilding	their	
historic neighborhood, Darb al-Ahmar ("the Red Road"), 
deep	in	the	historic	district	of	Cairo.	This	provided	jobs	for	
the	unemployed	and	for	local	contractors.	In	addition,	a	
huge	park	was	built	over	the	landfill	that	had	grown	up	next	
to the neighborhood, behind the historic al-Azhar University. 
Al-Azhar Park, completed in 2005, is now arguably the most 
beautiful	spot	in	Cairo,	bringing	tourists,	music	festivals,	
and revenue to the neighborhood.
	 But	projects	like	this	are	hard	to	pull	off.	Darb	al-
Ahmar was not a shantytown the same way that the City 
of	the	Dead	is,	and	the	bottom	line	in	Cairo	is	that	there	
are not enough jobs to go around. The Cairo and Egyptian 
governments are trying to bring clean water and even sew-
age	drainage	to	the	random	areas	of	the	city,	but	as	long	as	
Egypt's economy continues to stagnate, the random areas 
will	continue	to	fester,	their	people	dying	or	growing	increas-
ingly desperate. Foreign aid is needed to clean up the Cairo 
slums, and domestic political change is necessary to create 
the	economic	opportunity	for	the	people	of	the	slums	to	
escape their squalor. o
 Steve is a senior at UIC with a major in History. 
After graduating he hopes to go to graduate school and 
eventually teach the next generation of curious minds!
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 Pilsen. What typically strikes a UIC student’s ears when he or 
she	hears	that	name?	Do	thoughts	of	a	rich,	Mexican-American	cul-
ture come to mind or are people quick to jump to assumptions about 
a	crime-invested	neighborhood?	Nevertheless,	the	fact	remains	that	
while	so	many	students	commute	to	UIC	from	Pilsen,	many	students	
here	still	do	not	know	what	one	of	our	closest	Chicago	neighborhoods	
is	like.	Last	year	as	a	freshman	in	UIC’s	Chicago	Civic	Leadership	Cer-
tificate	Program	(CCLCP),	I	had	no	idea	where	Pilsen	was,	let	alone	
what	made	it	special.	But	because	of	lack	of	understanding,	I	decided	
that it would be worthwhile to intern with a community-based organi-
zation in Pilsen. So that’s when I began my continuing experience at 
Pilsen Alliance.
	 CCLCP	is	a	two-year	program	that	starts	with	incoming	fresh-
man who are interested in applying what they learn in their English 
classes and other electives to the real world. Each student, in addition 
to	the	coursework	required	for	his	or	her	CCLCP-related	class,	needs	
to	construct	a	writing	project	for	the	organization.	That	writing	project	
is predetermined by the organization that will be used to improve a 
certain project that the organization is working on. The civic engage-
ment that each student experiences is very hands-on and enriches not 
only	the	academic	mind	of	a	student,	but	also	his	communication	skills,	
leadership	abilities,	and	knowledge	about	the	grand	world	outside	of	
UIC’s halls. 
 Pilsen Alliance (PA), a grassroots social justice organization, 
currently	led	by	Alejandra	Ibañez,	works	to	improve	many	aspects	of	
not only Pilsen, but the neighboring communities in Chicago’s Lower 
West	Side.	Its	focus	is	on	“quality	public	education,	affordable	hous-
ing, government accountability and healthy communities” according 
to	pilsenalliance.org	–	its	official	website.	One	of	the	biggest	fights	
that	PA	faces	nowadays	has	been	gentrification	–	redevelopment	of	
land	for	middle-to-upper	class	people	that	frequently	displaces	poorer	
residents.	In	Pilsen,	gentrification	not	only	is	a	threat	to	the	livelihoods	
of	many	Mexican-Americans,	but	their	very	vibrant	and	strong	culture	
that is expressed in Pilsen. By hosting Community Congresses every 
two	years,	PA	allows	any	resident	of	Pilsen	to	voice	his	concerns.	At	
those	meetings,	they	specify	what	changes	the	community	wants.	PA	
uses tough campaigning, community education tools and programs, 
and	advocacy	initiatives	to	give	reality	to	the	results	of	the	Community	
Congresses.	Some	of	their	recent	victories	include	restoration	of	the	
Blue	Line	Douglas	stop	and	passing	two,	first-ever	Public	Advisory	
Referendums	in	Chicago’s	25th	Ward	in	2004	and	2006	to	slow	down	
gentrification.
	 Throughout	my	first	two	semesters	with	PA,	I	worked	with	
the	afterschool	programs	hosted	at	Whittier	Community	School.	The	
programs	grew	out	of	a	concern	by	residents	at	a	Community	Congress	
for	culturally-sensitive,	free,	and	enriching	extracurricular	activities	to	
elementary	students	in	Pilsen.	Some	of	the	programs	PA	has	set	up	
include theatre, gardening, guitar, drawing and painting, a homework 
center,	yoga,	and	soccer.	Programs	for	parents	are	also	available,	
such as English as a Second Language classes and GED and Parent 
Leadership workshops. Corina Pedraza, a community school resource 
coordinator at PA, assigned me to work with the drawing and painting 
programs twice a week. 
	 During	the	time	I	spent	with	children,	parents,	and	staff	mem-
bers	at	Whittier,	and	even	through	the	process	of	physically	arriving	
in	Pilsen,	the	community	revealed	itself	to	me	in	ways	I	never	thought	
possible.	Pilsen	was,	both	figuratively	and	literally,	very	colorful.
 While working with children in the art and painting program, I 
found	it	not	only	exciting	that	the	staff	members	who	led	the	program	

PILSEN
A Vibrant Chicago Community

by Krupa Patel

Photography by Krupa Patel
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were very dedicated to teaching art, but the children were receptive, 
and were able to understand abstract concepts at a very young age. 
For	example,	when	the	class	started	learning	cubism,	a	lot	of	students	
struggled	with	the	unconventional	way	of	drawing	one	object	in	many	dif-
ferent	viewpoints.	But	once	I	sat	down	with	some	students	and	practiced	
drawing	with	them,	they	soon	learned	from	my	examples	and	began	
drawing in a more cubist style. Through constructive critiques, they went 
from	passive	listeners	to	active	learners.	Within	a	couple	of	sessions,	I	
saw	an	enormous	amount	of	growth,	not	only	in	their	art,	but	their	self-
confidence,	which	I	think	stemmed	from	knowing	how	to	draw	better.	
What	was	most	exciting	to	me	was	the	fact	that	these	children	were	only	
first-graders,	yet	they	were	recognizing	and	harnessing	a	talent	that,	
if	continued,	they	could	utilize	in	their	careers.	The	children	at	Whittier	
have	a	lot	of	great	opportunities	available	for	them,	which	would	not	exist	
if	PA	had	not	started	the	programs.
	 The	motif	of	art	as	a	way	of	expressing	oneself	was	also	ap-
parent	every	time	I	left	Whittier	and	explored	Pilsen.	On	virtually	every	
corner	I	saw	some	type	of	mural	art.	Even	as	soon	as	I	stepped	out	
of	the	Pink	Line’s	18th	Street	stop,	I	was	bombarded	by	a	multitude	of	
colors depicting some very old Mexican icons with a modern twist. Some 
murals were old, some were new, but it was very apparent that mural 
art	was	here	to	stay	regardless	of	the	efforts	of	Chicago	Mayor	Richard	
Daley’s	graffiti	cleanup	crew,	who	some	argue	do	not	see	the	cultural	sig-
nificance	of	murals.	Although	many	old	murals	are	now	faded,	the	very	
sight	of	any	mural	tells	a	story	regardless	of	how	clear	the	spray	paint	is.	
For	example,	seeing	graffiti	that	only	bears	single	words	as	“Viva	Méx-
ico” or “paz” (peace) only emphasized once more that I was not in just 
any neighborhood in Chicago. I was in a community with strong roots 
to a land I have never been to and a culture that I was only starting to 
understand.	However,	not	all	murals	are	focused	on	bringing	Mexico	to	
the	states.	There	are	a	lot	of	murals	scattered	across	the	community	that	
raise awareness to important issues such as domestic violence, religious 
unity,	and	the	importance	of	education	–	all	things	that	are	important	in	
any	culture	regardless	of	that	culture’s	location.
 This semester, my third at PA, I am continuing my interest in 
incorporating	art	with	Mexican-American	culture.	Specifically,	under	the	
guidance	of	coordinator	Rodrigo	Paredes,	I	am	working	with	a	group	
of	women	who	call	themselves	la	UVA.	“La	UVA”	is	an	acronym	for	“la	
Unidad	de	Vieja	Argüenderas”	–	“the	group	of	chatterbox	women.”	Those	
women are undocumented, unemployed Latina mothers at Whittier 
who get together weekly to create jewelry and socialize. La UVA has 
expressed	interest	to	Paredes	about	turning	their	hobby	into	a	profit-
able business, so my contribution to the project is to research examples 
of	how	other	grassroots	organizations	have	helped	start	co-ops	in	their	
community. Eventually in December, an Economic Fair is planned where 
the women will have an opportunity to sell their work and connect with 
community	members	who	could	help	them	further	their	business	goals.	
So	far,	I	have	been	impressed	by	the	work	and	how	they	manage	to	cre-
ate	jewelry	as	fine	as	anything	one	could	see	at	a	mall.	It	is	my	hope	that	
I	can	help	these	women	achieve	a	better	standard	of	living	by	utilizing	
their artistic talent. 
 During my time at Whittier and now my work with la UVA, I not 
only have better Spanish speaking skills, but an understanding that 
Pilsen is not just “another neighborhood.” I have seen that Pilsen is a 
gem	that	reflects	how	America	truly	is	a	melting	pot.	While	there	are	so	
many	facets	to	what	type	of	community	Pilsen	is,	I	have	discovered	it	as	
a	hotbed	for	art	and	hardworking	people.	Pilsen	Alliance	has	done	a	lot	
to	help	residents	make	reality	of	what	they	want	to	see	in	the	community.		
By providing them with certain educational tools, PA truly believes that 
a united community can overcome any obstacles that come in their way 
with	or	without	the	help	of	the	government.	As	Rodrigo	once	said,	“You	
can’t	wait	for	someone	to	help	you	–	you	gotta	get	up,	organize,	and	
act!” o 
 Krupa is a sophomore majoring in Spanish with minors in Sociol-
ogy and Psychology. She plans to attend graduate school in Sociology.
Photography by Krupa Patel
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The Gay Pride 
P a r a d e

Does it March Around the World?
  
       by Emily Rose Moravec
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 For Chicagoans, the Gay Pride Parade is a monumental event. The whole north side of the city 
shuts down. It is not just a parade, but a holiday of sorts. It takes place annually on or around June 27, 
the anniversary of the death of gay icon Judy Garland, as well as the anniversary of the historic Stonewall 
Riots.
 On the evening of June 27th, 1969, a fight sparked in New York until the early morning hours that 
turned into a riot that lasted for days. After the initial riot subsided, a second riot happened the next 
evening. Major protests for the rights of the LGBT community happened for the entire week and gradu-
ally subsided as time went on. The LGBT community has faced discrimination and harassment for a long 
before this. Bars and clubs were one of the few places for the community to gather, but they were often 
raided for arbitrary reasons such as liquor law violations. Patrons were arrested and dragged off to jail 
with no legitimate charges. The names of those arrested were often published in the papers and many of 
those people were fired from his or her jobs as a result. Being arrested for this victimless “crime” has hap-
pened too many times before. It’s hard to say exactly what sparked the riots. Maybe it was Judy Garland’s 
death, maybe it was the summer’s swelling heat, or maybe it was just that one woman who threw the first 
punch; but whatever started it, the passion and fight for democracy from the Stonewall Riots still flows in 
the blood of every member and ally of the LGBT community.  
 I’ve attended this parade for the last two years to take photos and experience a major milestone 
within a community that I support. But this parade doesn’t just happen in Chicago - it happens all over the 
world. The Stonewall Riots happened in New York, so it is not surprising that America was the first coun-
try to celebrate and demand equal rights for all. But now many other countries have joined in, like, India, 
Israel and Sweden, just to name a few. In fact, there are about twenty countries around the world that 
celebrate the liberation of the LGBT community. The parade in Delhi, India will always attract protestors. In 
India, “carnal intercourse against the order of nature” is considered illegal, a crime punishable by up to ten 
years in prison. In response, some of the people who march in India’s parade will even cover their faces, 
concealing his or her identity while still supporting this cause. 
 Some countries, like Russia and Cuba, are not so as progressive when it comes to acceptance of 
the LGBT community. Cuba was scheduled to host its first Gay Pride Parade last year, but it was abruptly 
cancelled the day of the parade. Unfortunately, the organizers of the event who were set to speak were 
arrested and the details of the arrests remain unclear.  In Russia, Moscow Mayor Yuri Luzhkov provided the 
reasoning that “gay people are satanic” as to why Moscow officials cancelled the parade. He also stated 
that “[Gay people] may be acceptable for some kind of progressive, in some sense, countries in the West, 
but it is absolutely unacceptable for Moscow, for Russia."
 Sweden and Israel are countries that have been celebrating diversity for years now. In Jerusalem, 
almost three thousand people showed up for this summer’s parade. Even so, the protest from the ultra-
Orthodox community turned violent. The parade in Jerusalem was planned away from heavily populated 
areas, to reduce the risks of possible violence. But that violence only comes from the protestors, not the 
LGBT community. The Sweden Gay Pride parade is huge – over forty five thousand people showed up for 
last year’s parade! Their first march was in 1977 even though homosexuality was decriminalized in Sweden 
as early as 1944. 
 We can only hope that gay pride and acceptance will come to our world. Just as racism and sexism 
used to rule and haunt society (as it still does in many cases), homophobia is still something people face 
everyday. While pride is evident close to home, LGBT awareness is clearly growing internationally. When 
the Stonewall riots took place in New York, something pulsed and affected us as a people. Our world has 
come a long way from that fateful night, and in time the whole world can have an opportunity to march 
or attend a Pride Parade. We are not just fighting for LGBT equal rights, but also human rights, which ev-
eryone deserves. o

 Emily is a senior at UIC, set to graduate in May 2009. She has a major in art education and a minor in art 
history and plans to work as an art teacher and travel as much as possible after graduating.
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 Students are allowed one 10-minute shower 
daily. What in the world?! The homestay rules seemed 
pretty similar to general dorm protocols until I read this 
phrase.  For someone like me who regularly takes 45-
minute showers or sometimes even two showers a day, 
I	knew	I	was	in	for	an	interesting	time	during	my	study	
abroad in Madrid. 
	 Despite	being	bordered	by	bodies	of	water	on	
two sides, Spain has begun to experience a serious 
water crisis that has permeated even the simplest tasks 
of	daily	life.	The	water	shortage	is	most	noticeable	in	
the	south,	where	the	province	of	Murcia	has	been	hit	
the	hardest.	This	underprivileged	farming	region	has	re-
cently	progressed	into	a	resort	area	filled	with	primarily	
British vacationers looking to spend their summers near 
the	beaches	of	the	Mediterranean.	Though	accustomed	
to	droughts,	this	forces	the	province	to	accommodate	
lavish resorts, which require running water to maintain 
swimming	pools	and	golfing	greens	amongst	other	
things.
	 Simultaneously,	the	local	farmers	continue	to	
plant thirsty crops—an action motivated by the many 
water plants that have sprung up and yet are unable 
to	quench	the	needs	of	the	land.	This	has	led	to	many	
heated	disputes	between	the	farmers	and	the	develop-
ers, as water becomes an increasingly scarce and pre-
cious	commodity.	The	government	is	unable	to	satisfy	
both parties, and consequently both are made to go 
with	less	water	than	is	necessary	and	the	farmers	face	
an	inability	to	make	a	profit	from	their	crops.	
	 This	lack	of	water	propagates	a	creeping	desert	
trend	that	“may	eventually	drive	135	million	people	off	
their land,” says the New York Times. This problem, al-
ready	prominent	in	Africa	and	termed	“Africanization”	in	
Spain, has caused water to appear on the black market 
at	outlandish	prices	that	farmers	cannot	afford,	although	
the recent government-backed water trading program 
hardly	cuts	the	farmers	a	deal	for	extra	water.	Both	legal	
and	illegal	wells	are	drying	up	from	overuse,	and	water	
that	used	to	come	in	from	the	north	is	also	running	in	
scarce	supply	as	these	areas	face	water	shortages	as	
well.
	 Experts	believe	that	this	lack	of	water	reflects	
a “more permanent climate change” as opposed to 
the droughts that generally hit the region every year. 

The 
Rain In 
Spain…
Isn’t 
Enough 
Anymore

By:  Keer th i  Ranganath

Whereas oil is the resource that is hotly contested at this point in 
time, water will be the resource that is most endangered in the 
future	if	these	trends	of	less	rainfall	caused	by	global	warming	
continue. What is shocking to note is that the Spanish Environ-
ment	Ministry	believes	that	approximately	one-third	of	the	county	
is	in	danger	of	becoming	a	desert	from	climate	change	and	poor	
land	use,	two	critical	factors	that	are	difficult	to	combat	directly.	
Spain’s water agency is currently taking action by investing over 
100 million Euros in measures to import drinking water, and to 
build	desalination	and	water	purification	plants.	These	measures	
mirror	a	new	methodology	of	working	with	the	land	and	emphasiz-
ing conservation, however, it seems that they will only slow the 
consequences	of	the	problem	as	opposed	to	finding	a	true	solu-
tion	to	save	the	land—if	one	exists.	
	 From	a	visitor’s	standpoint,	the	fountains	in	Madrid	and	
several other cities were noticeably dry during the day as parks 
had to comply with stricter water regulations, even in the northern 
and typically wetter cities, such as Barcelona. Here, water was 
imported	via	large	tankers	from	France	in	an	attempt	to	fend	off	
the impending catastrophe inevitable during the scorching sum-
mer months. 
 While Spain remains locked in this predicament and 
struggles	to	find	a	way	out,	it	may	not	be	long	before	many	other	
countries	have	to	face	a	similar	reality.	Africa,	and	many	neighbor-
ing Mediterranean countries such as Portugal, already have water 
issues	of	their	own	to	address.	For	the	time	being	the	10-minute	
shower	was	manageable,	but	imagine	if	in	the	future	it	is	cut	down	
to	five—what	a	challenge	that	would	be!	o

 Keerthi is a UIC senior. After graduating with a major in 
neuroscience, her goal is to become a medical doctor.
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A Recovered World
 by Sean Smrt

 We	are	now	in	another	period	of	history	where	crisis	
seems to overwhelm us. The news consumes us with debates, war, 
and economical issues at hand. Shockingly, despite these seem-
ingly vast and politically heated issues, the world has been con-
verging	healthcare	efforts	at	unforeseen	rates	throughout	the	past	
few	decades.		These	efforts	have	resulted	in	drastic	changes	for	
countries	around	the	world	in	their	overall	awareness	of	diseases,	
as	well	as	the	prevention,	containment,	and	eradication	of	past	
prevalent diseases through numerous methods. It seems sad then, 
that	our	perspectives	seem	to	focus	on	these	other	negative	factors	
and neglect the glory that the medical world has achieved. Sav-
ing lives is extremely critical, but equally important are the globally 
shared goals, which act as a tool in uniting the world.  
 So who has taken initiative on this one? Well, in Septem-
ber	of	2000	the	United	Nations	(UN)	proposed	a	Millennium	Decla-
ration. This declaration is the most extensive and ambitious move-
ment	that	the	UN,	or	any	other	organization,	has	claimed	in	terms	of	
health	for	peoples	of	the	world.	Among	other	ideals,	it	states	that	by	
2015,	the	UN	is	committed	to	halving	the	amount	of	starving	people	
throughout the world, providing primary schooling to all children, 
and reducing maternal mortality by three quarters. The Millennium 
Declaration also states that by 2015 they expect to have halted and 
begun	to	reverse	the	spread	of	HIV/AIDS	and	malaria,	among	other	
diseases.	Now,	eight	years	later,	the	efforts	are	picking	up	momen-
tum. 
	 The	involvement	of	all	UN	nations	has	begun	to	some	
extent,	in	addition	to	the	immense	amount	of	world	organizations	
that	have	become	a	part	of	the	declaration;	some	include	the	World	
Health Organization (WHO), the Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO), International Labor Organization (ILO), and the UN Chil-
dren’s	Fund	(UNICEF).		All	of	these	organizations	either	contribute	
funds	or	directly	assist	in	the	physical	needs	required	to	carry	out	
the	goals	of	the	Millennium	Declaration.	The	recent	publication	of	
The	Millennium	Development	Goal	Report	of	2008	was	able	to	ac-
count	numerous	successes	achieved	by	these	efforts	worldwide.	It	
must	be	understood	that	the	greatest	majority	of	change	occurs	in	
countries that are in most need and that are termed developing or 
underdeveloped countries. On a global scale, the report indicates a 
few	major	areas	of	progress;
 
•	Deaths	from	measles	fell	from	over	750,000	in	2000	to	less	than
250,000	in	2006,	and	about	80	per	cent	of	children	in	developing
countries now receive a measles vaccine;

•	The	overarching	goal	of	reducing	absolute	poverty	by	half	is	within
reach	for	the	world	as	a	whole;

•	The	number	of	deaths	from	AIDS	fell	from	2.2	million	in	2005	to	
2.0	million	in	2007,	and	the	number	of	people	newly	infected	de-
clined	from	3.0	million	in	2001	to	2.7	million	in	2007;

•	The	incidence	of	tuberculosis	is	expected	to	be	halted	and	begin	
to	decline	before	the	target	date	of	2015;

•	Some	1.6	billion	people	have	gained	access	to	safe	drinking	water	
since	1990;

 It seems astonishing to think that only eight years ago, the 
state	of	the	world	was	that	much	more	worse	off.	It	is	just	as	incred-
ible to also think that all we needed was cooperative countries to 
fuse	under	common	ambition	in	order	to	achieve	such	feats.	
 Private businesses and individual philanthropists have 
recently	begun	to	enter	the	race	in	quite	an	uplifting	fashion.	Among	
the	greatest	efforts	in	this	degree	is	the	Bill	&	Melinda	Gates	Foun-
dation.	The	funds	available	through	the	foundation	are	astonishing	
and their application is even more amazing. They have partnered 
with	the	WHO	in	their	Stop	TB	partnership,	towards	the	fight	against	
tuberculosis.	The	Gates	Foundations’	efforts	to	fight	malaria	exceed	

any	other	in	terms	of	re-
search, mosquito control, and 
development	of	public	aware-
ness. Not to mention the 
large	gift	given	in	the	name	
of	the	foundation	by	the	most	
successful	entrepreneur,	
Warren	Buffet,	of	37	billion	
dollars. This increased the 
annual	giving	of	the	founda-
tion to $3 billion. In compari-
son, the World Bank esti-
mates that total health related 
aid to developing countries 
in	2004,	(from	governments,	
international organizations, 
and private sources) was 
about $12.7 billion. (NEJM 
9/14/06)	The	Gates	Founda-
tions’ headquarters reside in 
Washington D.C., New Delhi, 
and Beijing. Through outsourcing in these and other countries, they 
have	been	able	to	fund	and	bring	together	people	from	around	the	
world with a passion to help others and give them the opportunity to 
devote themselves to this cause. 
 There are also many smaller organizations with quite a 
bit	less	to	work	with,	but	whom	still	strive	for	the	same	ideals	and	
goals, and are able to make quite an impact. World Vision is a 
nongovernmental organization that has provided greatly towards 
disease prevention through immunization, educational programs di-
rected	towards	HIV/AIDS	prevention,	and	food	sanitation	initiatives	
worldwide.	Additionally,	they	are	well	known	for	their	immediate	
and	extensive	relief	efforts	during	times	of	trouble.	Their	budget	sits	
around	$2.6	billion	and	is	spread	through	function	in	a	great	many	
places.	They	have	been	able	to	respond	to	famines	in	Ethiopia	
and North Korea, hurricanes in Central America, the tsunami that 
effected	countries	and	islands	in	the	Indian	Ocean,	earthquakes	in	
numerous	nations,	and	refugee	encampments	in	war	torn	areas	of	
the	world.	The	major	success	of	this	group	is	derived	from	the	col-
laboration	of	peoples	from	countries	spread	throughout	the	world.	
They	seek	people	with	the	common	aspiration	of	providing	saving	
measures to those in need and bring them together to accomplish 
gigantic goals. 
 Countries overseas have begun creating large initiatives 
with	the	same	direction	and	purpose.	A	great	example	of	this	would	
be	the	creation	of	the	China	Health	Alliance	(CHA)	in	2006.	This	
independent	international	organization	commits	itself	to	improving	
the	state	of	the	world.	The	CHA	has	grown	to	be	far	more	success-
ful	than	was	originally	expected,	due	in	part	to	the	addition	of	a	
large	number	of	members	and	partners;	some	of	them	being	the	
Standard	Chartered	Bank,	Pfizer,	and	NovaMed	Pharmaceuticals.	
The CHA has in turn been working with the UN and the WHO to 
bring	Chinese	resources	to	the	table	and	has	been	able	to	affect	
the cause in a major way. Nongovernmental organizations like this 
one are popping up all over the globe, with India and China playing 
an	enormous	role.	Not	all	have	a	lot	of	resources	to	apply,	but	they	
are	centering	on	healthcare	and	the	betterment	of	all	people.
	 For	too	long	strife,	racism,	and	communication	has	kept	
the	countries	of	the	world	from	sharing	their	abilities	to	provide	well-
ness to all. Everyone wants to be healthy. It seems obvious then 
that	all	people	should	be	willing	to	join	such	a	noble	cause.	In	fact,	
the	higher	the	degree	of	participation,	I	believe,	the	higher	the	rate	
of	positive	outcome.	We’ve	already	been	able	to	do	great	things.	
Eradication	of	polio	and	smallpox	are	great	examples	of	what	we	
have	to	look	forward	to	if	efforts	continue	as	they	have.	Imagine	
being able to live in a world where we don’t have to worry about 
infectious	disease,	whether	or	not	people	are	going	without	food	
or	water,	or	if	a	child	is	able	to	get	an	education.	In	the	past	it	may	
have	seen	like	a	grand	ideal,	but	if	we	work	together	there	is	no	
excuse	for	why	it	cannot	be	done.	o
 Sean is a sophomore at UIC. A major in Biochemistry, his 
goals are to enter medical school upon graduation.
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THE PROPHET
by Gregory Pratt

Tom Blicharski is, by his own account, an aloof and socially inept man. In most other respects he is a typical college 
student. 
 Currently in his second-year of history at the University of Illinois at Chicago, Tom is of average height and build. His 
face is dotted by freckles that darken around his nose, his eyes are soft blue, but there is nothing else about his features that 
stands out on fi rst glance. When he walks down the street he does it with his head down. Once drawn into a conversation he 
will rarely make complete eye contact with whoever he is talking to. He typically wears blue jeans and a non descript t-shirt. The 
only noticeable feature he has might well be his smirk, which is the only visual evidence the outside world has that he is com-
fortable in his own skin. Yet, despite all of the discomfort he exhibits to the world around him, Tom is more comfortable with his 
existence than most people.  
 That's because he's a prophet. And if he were telling you about it, he'd add, "Cool huh?"
 On the 17th of May, anno domini 2008, Tom Blicharski's life changed fundamentally. In childhood and through his fi rst 
year at the University he had had an antagonistic relationship with his parents and considered friendships to be a distraction 
from living life. This attitude did not aff ord him much opportunity to express himself, and his stalled social development led to 
a painful clumsiness around his fellow human beings. If you had met Tom before this fateful day he would have mumbled at you 
in conversation, and maybe told you to “shut up” at some point before coughing and answering with "nothing" when you asked 
him what he had just said. That was the way he was before he decided to log into his newly created Facebook and write a "note" 
for all of his friends to read. He titled his fi rst foray into the world of conversation "From Out the Belly" and wrote "Here's to end-
ing a petty sectarian spirit!" above an image of a whale spitting out a man. The clear Biblical allusion was the fi rst of many and 
over time he reached the point where he would type a torrent a day.
 In one early entry he pontifi cated about love and asked "Is love not a tree?" In another, he reposted Psalm 30 from the 
Bible, and then he started to publish already-published public-domain articles that he had read and found interesting. He pub-
lished "A Defence of Ugly Things" by G.K. Chesterton, "Ballad of the Goodly Fere" by Ezra Pound and "Leaf by Niggle" by J.R.R. 
Tolkien. He posted the philosophies of Nietzsche, Walter Kaufman and St. Thomas of Aquinas. He even posted smut such as D.H. 
Lawrence's "Lady Chatterly's Lover"! In between such posts and commentary he would publish his own thoughts on life, such as 
this uncharacteristically expressive entry from the summer: 
 "I have come to ask you not to forsake your best part, but not to make your best part your all... Truly, it is better to be 
truly vain than falsely modest. Pride, that is a great evil...Yeah, and how much did it cost when you upturned our homes and 
confl ated our notions into One? Nietzsche = [expletive] lunatic, useless piece of [expletive] lowlife. Don't underestimate... the 
living green buds growing up out beneath the bedboards...rivers of sewage feed the fountains of Christendom Damn straight. 
Next time we should get a handle on it. Be true! Be true! On your very ass be true!"
 The 19th century English and the lofty intellectual material did not go unnoticed amongst his friends. One of them 
would tell him that he and others had never heard Tom speak like this at all, and so they wondered what had happened to him. 
Tom ignored the query, but continued to express his deepest intellectual thoughts, interests and feelings on his Facebook page 
throughout the summer. Despite the oddity of his postings, his general behavior is not uncommon in these times. In the 1990s, 
with the liberalization of access to the Internet, websites such as Livejournal, Xanga, YouTube and MySpace have sprang up and 
given users the opportunity to interact with the world and craft narratives of themselves and their lives. Several of these web-
sites have gone on to become virtual empires and cash cows for companies, such as Viacom. What is unusual about Tom's case is 
that he is not using his Facebook to show the world how incredible he is or to fi nd commiseration in virtual communities. Tom is 
spreading the word of God as a prophet, which he says is a misunderstood term. 
 "When people hear the word prophet they think of someone who foretells the future. A prophet is just someone who 
expresses something divine. Some people do it unwittingly almost. I think that God works through people whether they know 
it or not. Sometimes they say some things or leave some fragments when they say some things or when they write something 
or when they express themselves. That, in a sense, is God." Tom claims to have written his fi rst note for "my own self" before add-
ing, "It's also more than just me. It's God. It's the spirit," that he is called to serve. Adding intrigue to matters is the fact that Tom 
used to be a devout Atheist. Asked about this, he notes that "God has always been part of myself. I see God in nature and in life, 
in day-to-day existence, basically. It's not your father in the sky amidst the clouds type of a God. God is in the world. That I didn't 
see it before is just part of God's plan." He says that he was opposed to religion until one morning it all changed for him. Now 
Tom Blicharski is a devoted "Pantheist"; a believer in the idea that God is the Universe and everything in it. He is not afraid to 
share this view with you if you search for him on Facebook, but the thing that makes Tom Blicharski curious is his utter inability 
to articulate himself face to face. He is not the only young man in America who can not be an eff ective rhetor face to face, and 
is in fact symptomatic of a larger number of people who are shy and awkward in person but have thoughts brewing that would 
have no outlet without the Internet. There was a time when recluses and misanthropes were unable to express themselves aside 
from small, handwritten notes but that day is passed and Tom Blicharski is free now. Unfortunately, his note posting took a 
hiatus in early September as he learned how to "write better" and think better. He intends to resume his writing soon, however, 
once he has sharpened his abilities and God gives him the go-ahead. Above all, he feels a sense of freedom in turning his life 
over to the power of God and blog: "What the printing press was to Martin Luther, Facebook Notes are for me." o
 Gregory Pratt is a sophomore at the University of Illinois at Chicago. He is a double-major in history and political scence, 
writes and edits for the Chicago Flame newspaper and has a column called "Weekly Pepper" during the regular season for Base-
ball Evolution. He can be reached at GregoryRoyalPratt@gmail.com.
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	 As	one	of	the	primary	leaders	of	the	Movement	for	
Multiparty Democracy, Zambian (MMD), President Levy Mwa-
nawasa	made	history	by	continuously	fighting	for	freedom.	
After	the	news	of	his	death	was	announced	on	August	19,	the	
country	mourned	for	21	days;	and	the	world	saw	the	loss	of	a	
great man. 
	 Mwanawasa	was	born	in	Mufulira,	Northern	Rhode-
sia,	and	lived	with	nine	siblings.	He	attended	the	University	of	
Zambia	and	worked	in	private	law	firms	until	he	formed	his	own	
called	Mwanawasa	&	Company	in	1978.	Mwanawasa	became	
famous	when	he	won	the	case	of	Lt.	Gen	Christon	Tembo	
versus	the	Kenneth	Kaunda	government,	after	which	he	was	
appointed	Vice-President	under	Frederick	Chiluba.	In	1990,	
Mwanawasa	was	urged	to	become	the	President	of	the	Move-
ment	for	Multiparty	Democracy;	however,	he	declined	and	
ran	to	be	a	Member	of	Parliament,	in	which	he	easily	won	the	

Zambian President Levy Mwanawasa
   “A g rea t  l oss  f o r  t he  A f r i can  con t i nen t . ”

        by Aran Yoo

popular	vote.	In	1994,	Mwanawasa	resigned	from	vice-presidency,	claiming	corruption	and	abuse	of	power	by	some	of	
the leaders. 
 Prior to Mwanawasa’s entrance into Zambia’s government, Zambia’s political system had gone through many 
struggles	and	changes	throughout	history.	After	its	independence	in	October	1964,	a	one-party	participatory	democracy	
was created in which the constitution proclaimed that the sole candidate in presidential elections was to be the presi-
dent	of	the	United	National	Independence	Party	(UNIP).	Although	there	were	two	other	parties,	UNIP	was	the	strongest;	
and	therefore	gained	nationwide	support	resulting	in	the	ban	of	all	other	parties.	This	policy	was	followed	by	many	riots	
and	coup	attempts.	As	a	result,	in	December	1990	Kenneth	Kaunda,	the	President	and	founder	of	UNIP,	ended	UNIP’s	
monopoly	on	power,	allowing	for	more	than	one	presidential	candidate	who	did	not	have	to	be	from	UNIP.	The	MMD	
rose	as	a	result	of	the	political	dissent,	which	significantly	contributed	to	the	conversion	from	a	single-party	to	a	multi-
party	state.	On	October	31,	1991,	MMD	candidate	Frederick	Chiluba	defeated	Kenneth	Kaunda	in	the	presidential	elec-
tion.
	 Despite	its	commitment	to	political	reform,	corruption	once	again	loomed	over	the	government	and	struggles	
within	continued.	In	2001,	President	Chiluba,	seeking	his	third	term	in	office,	was	defeated	by	MMD	presidential	candi-
date	Levy	Mwanawasa,	who	was	favored	as	a	creator	of	reform	and	for	being	non-corrupt.	In	August	2000,	the	National	
Executive	Committee	elected	Mwanawasa	for	presidency.	He	won	after	some	dispute	over	the	polls	and	was	then	
elected	again	for	presidency	in	2005.
	 Mwanawasa	was	a	revolutionary	leader	fighting	against	corruption;	he	was	one	of	the	first	African	leaders	to	
publicly	criticize	the	corruption	of	the	President	of	Zimbabwe,	Robert	Mugabe.	Mwanawasa	worked	hard	for	the	people	
of	Africa.	In	Zambia,	he	curbed	government	spending	and	collected	billions	of	dollars	from	Western	donors	and	from	the	
International	Monetary	Fund	for	debt	relief.	Although	the	country	is	still	experiencing	much	poverty,	under	Mwanawasa’s	
rule	Zambia	has	grown	economically	by	5%	and	has	experienced	the	lowest	inflation	in	three	decades.	
	 Mwanawasa	died	in	France	at	age	59	after	experiencing	long	term	health	complications.	The	vice-president,	
Rupiah Banda, announced the news and is expected to take over as president. During the tributes, French president, 
Nicolas	Sarkozy,	described	Mwanawasa's	death	as	"a	great	loss	for	the	African	continent.”	o
 
 Aran is a freshman Pre-Medical student at UIC. 
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The	Challenge	to	Make	a	Difference
by Anisha Jacob

	 The	truth	in	OneWorld	magazine	is	deafening.	Has	
everything always been this crazy or have I just been living 
in	a	bubble?	Sometimes	after	reading	these	stories,	I	want	to	
throw my books out the window, jump on a plane, and start 
“changing	the	world.”	However,	I	keep	telling	myself	that	at	
this	moment	in	time	I	need	to	be	here	in	school.	I	try	to	justify	
my nonchalance towards the tragedies occurring in the world 
by	reminding	myself	that	the	delay	in	my	response	is	so	that	
I can get an education and thus I can help the world in a big-
ger	way.	Sometimes	however,	it	just	feels	like	an	excuse.	Am	
I	lying	to	myself?	
 I started thinking about these things as I was talk-
ing	to	Dr.	Mark	Colip,	Vice	President	of	Student	Affairs	at	
the	Illinois	College	of	Optometry.	He	was	telling	me	about	
a medical mission trip he took to St. Vicente, Peru in March 
of	2008.	Peru	was	the	victim	of	devastating	earthquakes	in	
2007,	which	ruined	cities	surrounding	the	capital	of	Lima.	
“This town, St. Vincent Canete was completely destroyed by 
the earthquake. The government had come in and removed 
debris	off	of	the	streets,	yet	none	of	the	buildings	were	
rebuilt.	I’ve	got	picture	after	picture	of	just	rubble,”	said	Dr.	
Colip.   
 The entire Medical team went to Peru with an orga-
nization called Medical Wings International based in Dallas, 
Texas	founded	by	Glenda	B.	Johnson,	an	American	Airlines	
employee. Medical Wings International is the third largest 
non-profi	t	organization	in	the	United	States	that	supplies	
life	saving	medical,	dental,	and	eye	care	to	communities	in	
need.	“I	started	Medical	Wings	because	of	a	humanitarian	
trip I took to Port au Prince, Haiti.  While I was there, I saw 
that	the	need	for	healthcare	was	sometimes	much	greater	
than	the	need	for	other	resources	like	clothing	and	food;	a	
healthy	person	can	do	more	for	themselves,”	said	Johnson.		
Starting	in	1998,	under	her	direction,	over	150	dentists,	
physicians, optometrists, nurses, and other non-medical vol-
unteers have traveled to Central and South America, Asia, 

Africa,	and	the	Caribbean	to	provide	medical	care.	
 In addition, Medical Wings International provides re-
sources	for	communities	to	build	clinics	that	the	local	people	
there	can	run.	They	also	offer	educational	programs	so	that	
eventually the towns can sustain themselves.  “We started a 
program called Healthy Families First to teach hygiene and 
CPR to the people in the communities,” said Johnson. She 
emphasized that this education can be passed on and will 
have	a	long-lasting	affect.
	 	“On	this	particular	trip	to	Peru,	we	had	a	team	of	
fi	fteen	medical	personnel.	We	also	had	a	ground	team	who	
helped us with translations and other necessities. Going 
there, I was pretty anxious to see how it would turn out,” said 
Dr. Colip.  When Dr. Colip told me how long they were stay-
ing,	I	wondered	if	three	days	would	be	enough	to	make	a	
lasting	impact.	How	functional	could	an	earthquake	devas-
tated town be?
  “The town we were in had a running hospital which 
was	more	like	a	clinic.	They	set	up	tents	for	us	in	front	of	the	
hospital	to	work	out	of,”	said	Dr.	Colip.		The	fi	rst	day	that	the	
team	arrived,	there	were	hundreds	of	people	lined	up	in	the	
morning	sun	waiting	for	hours.	Every	day	those	numbers	
grew. 
	 Under	these	circumstances,	how	effective	could	the	
doctors be in treating patients? “It’s very rapid paced and 
problem oriented; you try to see what the biggest issue with 
the person is and concentrate on that,” replied Dr. Colip.  
For	surgeries,	the	patients	were	referred	to	eye	doctors	in	
the area. People with chronic conditions were given enough 
medication	for	a	year,	with	the	hope	that	they	would	follow-
up with local doctors once the medication ran out. “Some-
times	it	was	frustrating.	I	saw	people	who	were	legally	blind	
because	of	cataracts.	A	cataract	surgery	takes	ten	minutes	
here in the USA and they didn’t have access to that simple 
procedure,” said Dr. Colip.  .
 “With two eye doctors, three dentists, one primary 
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doctor, one pediatric specialist, and a pharmacist, as well as 
nurses and technicians, we saw 1,050 people in three days,” 
said Dr. Colip. In those three days, the two eye doctors and 
the optician also prescribed at least 500 old eye glasses 
that were donated by people in the United States.  He also 
mentioned that on a typical day, an optometrist in this coun-
try,	who	is	equipped	with	modern	offi	ces,	state-of-the-art	
technology, and air conditioning, would only see about 20 
individuals. Amazing! Hearing about these volunteers taught 
me	that	it	is	defi	nitely	more	than	possible	to	make	an	impact	
in	only	three	days.	Even	if	I	couldn’t	give	a	lot	of	my	time,	
I began to think about how much I also could give in just a 
few	days.	
		 “The	most	heartwarming	part	of	it	was	the	children	
- helping the children who may or may not be in school and 
had	never	had	glasses	before.	Knowing	that	this	gift	of	sight	
gave	them	the	opportunity	to	change	around	their	life	was	
overwhelming. There was a boy who was literally jumping 
up and down because he could see clearly,” said Dr. Colip.  
"People	were	desperate	for	these	resources,	even	some-
thing as simple as an old, used eyeglass was much appreci-
ated,” said Johnson.  
 As I listened to Dr. Colip and Glenda describe this 
mission trip, I envisioned what would have happened to the 
people	of	the	town	without	this	three-day	mission	trip.	“One	
of	the	last	patients	we	saw,	he	had	a	very	severe	infl	amma-
tion	to	the	lining	of	his	eye.	We	started	him	on	medication	
immediately.	If	it	hadn’t	been	treated,	it	could	have	lead	to	
serious eye problems, which could have lead to blindness. 
Yes,	it	was	just	a	routine	for	us,	but	it	was	life-changing	to	
them,” replied Dr. Colip.   
	 The	more	I	heard	Dr.	Colip	talk	about	all	of	the	lives	
that were changed, the more I wanted to throw my books 
out the window and begin helping the world in more tangible 
ways. Overwhelmed, I didn’t know how to respond to this 
challenge.	How	can	I	balance	a	full	schedule	of	classes,	

activities, work, and still be able to care? How can I make 
these	stories	relevant	to	my	life	today?
	 “There	are	plenty	of	ways	students	can	help	now.	
We	need	people	to	organize	fundraisers,	collect	donations,	
and	spread	the	word,”	said	Johnson.		Even	if	you	have	a	
busy schedule, just simply letting someone else know what 
is	going	on	around	the	world	can	set	off	a	chain	reaction.	
Students who want to help out now can go to www.medical-
wings.org	for	more	information.	
	 As	my	conversation	with	Dr.	Colip	was	ending,	I	felt	
appeased. I could spread the word, I was writing this article, 
wasn’t I? Was there really anything more I could do? 
	 “One	of	the	toughest	things	for	me	is	to	come	back	
and	see	everything	we	have	here	and	take	for	granted	in	
this country, like higher education. Young people today are 
privileged to have access to that education, they have the 
opportunity	to	be	doctors	and	have	successful	careers.	So,	
your job right now, as a college student, is to work hard at 
whatever you’re doing. Every step you are taking towards 
your career enables you to give back so much more,” said 
Dr. Colip.
 Those words motivated me. Did I take my education 
and	all	the	resources	I	have	so	readily	available	to	me	for	
granted?	Yes.	I	may	not	be	able	to	run	off	to	other	countries	
right now but what I can do in this moment is to do things 
(school, work, activities) with excellence. Your actions now 
will	enable	your	future,	giving	you	a	chance	to	make	a	huge	
difference	to	people	like	those	in	Peru	who	are	waiting	for	
future	doctors,	optometrists,	dentists,	pharmacists,	nurses,	
and	other	non	medical	personnel	to	offer	something….	even	
if	it’s	just	a	pair	of	old	eye	glasses.	o
 
 Anisha is a recent UIC graduate and a fi rst year 
student at the Illinois College of Optometry. Her future goals 
are to graduate from ICO and help bring free eye healthcare 
to different parts of the world.
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	 Through	UIC’s	Alternative	Spring	Break	Program,	a	team	of	nine	individuals	including	myself	had	the	privilege	
of	spending	a	week	serving	and	learning	at	the	Cherokee	Nation	in	northeastern	Oklahoma.	Stationed	in	the	small	
town	of	Eucha,	we	worked	with	the	local	fire	department	to	build	a	much	needed	community	center	to	promote	Native	
American	culture.	Throughout	the	course	of	our	stay,	we	were	overwhelmed	by	the	hospitable	nature	of	the	people	we	
encountered. Our hosts treated us to traditional meals, church services, creek side roasts, and boating trips. We were 
given	tours	of	all	the	Cherokee	facilities,	including	Sequoia	High	School,	a	beautiful	boarding	school	for	Native	Ameri-
can	students.	We	stopped	at	the	tribal	council	meeting	to	meet	Chief	Chad	Smith,	and	we	were	even	assigned	Chero-
kee	names	of	our	own.	While	these	experiences	were	fantastic,	the	interactions	helped	us	to	truly	comprehend	the	
obstacles the Cherokees have overcome and the hardships that still weigh upon them. 
	 As	indicated	by	its	name,	the	Cherokee	Nation	is	exactly	that	–	a	nation.	It	is	the	federally	recognized	govern-
ment	of	the	Cherokee	people	based	in	Tahlequah,	Oklahoma	and	therefore	has	sovereign	status	granted	by	treaty	and	
law.	Out	of	the	563	official	tribes	in	the	United	States,	the	Cherokee	comprise	one	of	the	largest	in	terms	of	member-
ship. 
	 But	despite	having	power	in	numbers,	they	have	remained	virtually	powerless	due	to	a	history	of	oppression.	
In	1830,	President	Andrew	Jackson	commissioned	the	Indian	Removal	Act	to	help	the	white	farmers	in	the	southeast	
acquire	new	farmland.	While	the	law	was	only	supposed	to	encourage	voluntary	migration,	Native	American	leaders	
were	put	under	great	pressure	to	sign	removal	treaties	on	behalf	of	their	tribes,	having	already	endured	years	of	white	
encroachment.	In	1838,	twenty	thousand	Cherokees	embarked	on	a	brutal	thousand-mile	march	from	their	ancestral	
lands	in	Georgia	to	where	they	now	reside	as	part	of	the	Cherokee	Nation.	The	seven	clans	of	the	Cherokees	became	
part	of	what	is	known	as	the	Trail	of	Tears.	More	than	four	thousand	died	on	this	vicious	journey,	marking	an	event	that	
will	forever	be	an	ugly	scar	upon	their	rich	culture.
	 Today,	like	many	Native	American	tribes,	the	Cherokees	face	a	slew	of	problems.	Despite	being	one	of	the	
wealthiest	tribes	two	centuries	ago,	many	are	now	mired	by	poverty.	While	situations	have	improved	from	twenty	years	
ago,	the	members	of	Cherokee	Nation	still	face	dangerously	high	rates	of	alcoholism,	suicide,	diabetes,	school	drop-out	
rates,	and	unemployment.	For	example,	when	visiting	a	Cherokee	Nation	health	clinic,	our	group	was	shocked	to	find	
that	more	than	95%	of	their	patients	sought	diabetes	treatment.	A	lack	of	health	practitioners	has	led	to	massive	waiting	
lists	for	diabetes	and	cancer-related	treatments.	
	 Despite	adversity,	the	values	of	the	Cherokee	Nation	still	shine	through	by	improving	quality	of	life	for	current	
and	future	generations.	Estimates	show	that	federal	funding	only	provides	for	one	third	of	Cherokee	health	needs.	
Federal	funding	will	often	fall	short	or	become	lost	in	the	bureaucracy.	Many	Cherokees	complain	that	bad	investments	
have	cost	them	millions	of	dollars	that	could	have	been	placed	towards	much-needed	programs,	and	many	disagree	
with	the	decisions	made	by	Chief	Chad	Smith.	With	the	Cherokee	casinos	under	the	control	of	a	select	few	and	the	
all	too	often	disappearance	or	misallocation	of	funds,	many	members	feel	disillusioned	and	voiceless.	Out	of	the	418	
million	dollars	earned	in	casino	revenues	as	reported	by	Cherokee	Nation	Enterprises	in	2007,	only	30	million	of	it	has	
gone	towards	programs	benefiting	the	Nation.	As	a	result,	many	have	come	together	in	an	attempt	to	provide	the	lack-
ing services. 

Troubled Tr ibe  Plight of the Cherokee Nation
    

      by Anand Sandesara
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Even	though	the	Cherokees	have	attempted	to	bond	together	to	overcome	the	issues	crushing	their	society,	their	frag-
mentation	and	internal	conflict	can	be	overwhelming.	The	question	of	Indian	identity	was	one	of	the	largest	problems	
we	saw	within	the	system.	In	order	to	receive	the	benefits	from	the	Cherokee	Nation,	members	have	to	be	a	certain	
percentage	Cherokee	and	be	able	to	present	a	CDIB	card,	which	is	a	Certificate	of	Degree	of	Indian	Blood.		Unfortu-
nately,	the	proof	of	Cherokee	heritage	is	based	on	the	Dawes	Rolls,	which	is	a	systematic	recording	of	tribal	member-
ship	by	the	federal	government	between	1898	and	1907.	If	individuals	cannot	find	their	family	names	on	that	registry,	
their	Cherokee	ancestry	cannot	be	confirmed.	Thousands	of	Cherokees	avoided	the	formal	enlisting	into	the	Dawes	
Rolls	during	that	time,	fearing	that	it	would	lead	to	Native	American	persecution.	Because	their	ancestors	had	refused	
to	sign	up	with	the	Dawes	Commission,	many	Cherokee	descendants	unfortunately	do	not	qualify	for	benefits	and	con-
tinue to live in squalor.
On	the	other	hand,	many	of	the	individuals	we	talked	to	who	had	CDIB	cards	were	willing	to	accept	the	benefits	of	
being	a	member	of	the	tribe	but	barely	acknowledged	or	identified	with	being	Cherokee	on	a	day-to-day	basis.	Many	
identified	themselves	with	a	specific	blood	quantum,	claiming	that	they	are	5-10%	Cherokee,	while	others	were	referred	
to	as	“half-bloods”	or	“full-bloods”.	It	seemed	as	though	the	greater	percentage	of	Cherokee	blood	was	correlated	with	
a	greater	level	of	stigmatization	and	oppression	within	and	even	outside	of	the	community.	Cherokee	Nation’s	so-called	
rival	is	the	United	Keetowah	Band	of	Cherokee	Indians,	and	membership	under	the	Keetowah	Band	requires	at	least	
one-quarter Cherokee blood. These varied requirements have led to a division within the Cherokee community. Inter-
estingly	enough,	in	the	duration	of	our	stay,	we	came	across	none	who	had	100%	Cherokee	ancestry	as	a	result	of	
generations	of	intermixing.
Additionally,	a	large	controversy	exists	among	the	acceptance	of	the	Cherokee	freedmen	as	members	of	the	Cherokee	
Nation.	The	freedmen	are	descendants	of	the	slaves	on	the	Cherokee	Nation	plantations,	with	both	black	and	Chero-
kee	ancestry.	Even	though	they	were	promised	certain	citizenship	under	the	Cherokees,	the	tribal	council	has	refused	
them	membership	and	benefits.	
At	times	it	seemed	as	though	the	traditional	Cherokee	lifestyle	had	been	stripped	away	and	replaced	by	local	South-
ern	culture.	When	engaging	in	conversation	with	many	of	the	Cherokee	youth,	it	was	clear	that	many	knew	little	about	
their	ancestry	and	possessed	a	weary	and	weathering	pride.	While	religion	often	plays	an	influential	role	in	preserving	
indigenous	culture	worldwide,	the	majority	of	Cherokees	had	converted	to	Christianity.	However,	Cherokee	churches	
have	done	an	excellent	job	in	preserving	the	Cherokee	language	and	alphabet,	as	many	of	their	sermons	and	hymns	
are	conducted	in	the	native	tongue.	The	church	also	reinforced	the	unity	of	the	Cherokees,	as	we	witnessed	during	our	
attendance to an Easter service.
 Cherokees are not alone in their struggles. Native Americans in general have been underrepresented and un-
heard	for	centuries	by	the	federal	government.	In	1999,	President	Clinton	declared	the	Oglala	Lakota	Pine	Ridge	reser-
vation	in	South	Dakota	a	federal	disaster	area,	a	declaration	that	was	indicative	of	the	overall	state	of	Native	American	
affairs.	Having	been	constantly	put	on	the	back-burner,	this	year’s	presidential	candidates	have	both	shown	an	admi-
rable	commitment	to	Native	Americans.	“Few	have	been	ignored	by	Washington	for	as	long	as	the	Native	Americans	
–	the	first	Americans,”	said	Barack	Obama,	who	wishes	to	appoint	a	Native	American	adviser	to	the	highest	ranks	of	his	
administration	if	he	wins.	He	also	vowed	to	improve	the	health	care	and	education	opportunities	on	reservations	across	
the	nation.	John	McCain	is	also	attuned	to	the	concerns	of	Native	Americans,	because	he	represents	a	state	with	
more	than	15	reservations	and	is	former	chairman	of	the	Senate	Indian	Affairs	Committee.	Regardless	of	the	election	
outcomes,	our	country	can	only	hope	that	the	future	will	help	alleviate	the	damage	caused	by	centuries	of	neglect	and	
oppression	of	the	Cherokees	and	other	Native	American	tribes.	o
  
 Anand is a Senior, with majors in history and minors in sociology, French, and biology. Upon graduating this 
spring, his goal is to become a physician with a concentration in international public health.
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The Big Blue
by Giselle De la Rosa

“The Big Blue…what’s it like?!?!?”	–	from	Finding Nemo
 
 Everyone can remember the scene in Finding Nemo where Nemo, captured in the ocean, is thrown into an 
office	fish	tank.		Scared	and	confused	Nemo	swims	amidst	artificial	reefs	and	into	glass	walls.		After	being	“decontaminated”	
by	his	fellow	tankers,	he	is	bombarded	with	questions	of	life	in	the	Big	Blue.		
This	scene	has	taken	a	whole	new	meaning	for	me	recently.		After	having	lived	in	semi-rural	China	for	five	months,	I	haven’t	
found	a	better	metaphor	to	describe	what	life	under	communist	rule	is	like.	
Communism	can	be	a	very	scary	word,	and	maybe	that’s	because	we’re	not	quite	sure	of	what	it	means.		We’ve	all	heard	of	
Karl Marx in history class and evil dictators abroad, but in this day and age, what is communism and what is it like to live in? 
	 I	had	personally	never	contemplated	about	that.		I	probably	should	have	before	boarding	a	plane	to	live	in	the	largest	
communist	country	today.		But	somehow	I	didn’t;	instead	I	prepared	for	the	experience	of	a	lifetime,	a	world	full	of	exotic	cui-
sine,	beautiful	temples	and	“making	it	on	my	own”	on	the	other	side	of	the	globe.		I	knew	the	type	of	government	that	existed	
there, but I never could’ve predicted what I was about to witness.
In	Shunde,	a	“small”	town	of	1.3	million	people,	I	surely	found	everything	I	was	looking	for:	incredible	cuisine	(including	dog,	
fried	scorpions,	and	much	more),	breathtaking	scenery,	and	every	challenge	a	17-year-old	faces	being	on	her	own.		However,	
I	also	found	a	society	completely	controlled	by	the	government.	With	little	creativity	and	access	to	information,	every	aspect	
of	individual	thought	is	a	result	of	years	of	regime	influence.	
These weren’t instant observations; government restrain is so comprehensive that it’s easy to go by without recognizing the 
limitations.		Hence,	most	Shunde	citizens	live	unaware	of	the	control	they	experience.		The	government	strictly	limits	their	ac-
cess	to	information,	and	thus	most	people	in	Shunde	can’t	imagine	anything	outside	China.		Like	fish	in	a	tank,	this	is	the	only	
world they know.  
	 I	arrived	in	China	to	teach	“Conversational	English”.		In	45	classrooms	of	over	50	students	each,	I	was	stunned	to	find	
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every	child	stating	the	same	favorite	food,	color,	animal,	etc.		Confused,	I	decided	to	observe	a	daily	English	class	taught	by	
a	Chinese	teacher.		I	witnessed,	with	dismay,	a	classroom	of	eight-year-olds	repeat	the	phrase	“I	like	chicken”	over	150	times	
before	being	dismissed	to	their	next	class.	These	children	spend	13	hours	a	day	in	school-	hours	of	endless	repetition	and	
little	“fun.”		It	was	at	this	moment	that	I	realized	how	fortunate	I	was	for	my	education	in	the	States,	as	I	began	to	wonder	why	
and	what	was	my	role	as	a	foreign	teacher	in	a	setting	like	this.	
	 Soon	after	observing	that	lesson,	I	went	into	one	of	my	middle	school	classrooms	and	stated	something	absolutely	
radical:	“I	don’t	like	chicken.”		Instantly,	I	witnessed	the	frantic	talking	and	baffled	faces	of	students,	and	teachers	brought	
forth	by	the	ruckus,	who	could	not	imagine	a	person	saying	such	a	thing.		As	I	made	my	way	around	the	room	asking	ques-
tions	of	“What	don’t	you	like?,”	confused	faces	lit	up	with	wonder.		For	many	students,	this	was	the	first	time	they	received	
one-on-one	attention	from	a	teacher.		For	most,	however,	it	was	the	idea	that	a	person,	a	laowai	(foreigner),	was	interested	in	
what	they	personally	liked,	and	not	in	a	verbatim	book	lesson.		While	this	episode	still	brings	a	smile	to	my	face,	the	motive	
behind	this	“chicken	panic”	is	a	frightening	one.		At	the	age	of	only	12-13	these	children	are	already	so	mentally	restricted	
that curiosity or individual thought is nearly non-existent. School is all they know, and school is all the government wants 
them to know.
	 A	monotonous	manner	of	teaching	isn’t	something	Chinese	teachers	necessarily	want	to	do.		It’s	the	way	they	were	
taught,	the	only	way	they	know,	and	the	way	they	are	expected	to	teach.			Every	week,	before	they	can	teach	their	lessons,	
all	teachers	must	submit	lesson	plans	for	government	review	and	approval.		Expectations	must	be	strictly	met	with	direct,	
seemingly	impossible	guidelines	for	every	lesson.		This	method	was	once	unquestioned	and	dutifully	followed.		Now,	even	as	
limited	or	illegal	as	it	is,	the	influence	of	the	internet	and	foreign	media	has	brought	a	defiant	spirit	into	Chinese	educators.	
		 So,	in	a	country	where	nonconformists	and	free	spirits	are	executed	or	permanently	disappear	to	“re-education	
camps,”	how	do	you	let	children	be	children	and	not	enrage	the	government?		Often,	teachers	create	a	government-friendly	
lesson	plan	and	a	completely	different	lesson	plan	for	their	use;	a	risky	move,	but	one	that	is	becoming	quite	common.			
Foreign teachers are also a way to bring alternative teaching strategies into the classrooms. Even though the government 
closely	monitors	us,	with	inspections	of	all	correspondence,	internet	activity,	and	mandatory	check-ins	with	police,	we	still	
have	fewer	direct	guidelines	for	teaching	activity.		For	the	majority	of	foreign	teachers	in	China,	as	in	my	case,	we	are	con-
sidered an accessory to the curriculum.  Our lesson plans may go unreported or unmonitored, and thus enjoy slightly more 
freedom	in	the	classroom.		
	 This	freedom	is	one	the	entire	school	community	benefits	from.		Although	costly	for	the	school,	a	foreign	teacher	
brings	what	seems	like	innovative	methods.		With	strict	internet	censorship	of	search	engines,	encyclopedias,	and	news,	
access	to	information	of	alternative	classroom	techniques	is	almost	impossible.		A	foreign	teacher	brings	these	directly	to	the	
school.	Children	learn	faster	through	games,	music	and	“complete	immersion”	into	English;	and	native	teachers	are	able	to	
witness how and which animated tactics work in their classrooms.
As	my	time	in	Shunde	developed,	I	began	to	feel	the	government	limitations	set	forth	on	me	more;	and	constant	worry	of	
government	“review”	and	extremely	limited	access	to	news	and	media	made	satisfying	my	role	to	the	fullest	a	struggle.		On	
my	arrival,	my	job	description	was	vaguely	described	as	“get	the	children	to	talk.”	After	seeing	the	controlled	minds	I	was	to	
teach,	I	realized	the	challenge	behind	this	phrase.		The	“I	don’t	like	chicken”	affair	was	only	the	beginning	of	many	personal	
and	professional	epiphanies.		As	children	began	to	take	a	liking	to	Conversational	English	class	with	the	laowai	teacher,	
seeds	of	freedom	were	planted.	Students	and	coworkers	began	to	speculate	life	in	America	beyond	the	NBA	and	the	“evil-
ness” taught in civics/culture classes.  

 For the Nemos like me, we 
can’t help but bring “contamination” to 
the	tank	of	communism.		I	tried	my	best	
not to anger the Chinese government 
during my stay (although an acciden-
tal	internet	search	for	Freedom	House	
came pretty close), but human will and 
ambition is universal and unstoppable.   
That	force	that	led	a	crazy	17-year-old	
to	the	other	side	of	the	world	is	slowly	
disturbing Chinese communism’s stron-
gest	effort	to	control	its	citizens.		As	for	
me,	I	have	a	new	level	of	appreciation	
for	the	privileged	life	in	the	Big	Blue.		
I’m	eager	to	see	what	the	future	has	in	
store	for	my	friends	in	the	Shunde	tank,	
as I have no doubt they will continue to 
wonder beyond the government’s cen-
sorship, and eventually experience the 
real	ocean	of	freedom.	o
 Giselle is a first year, Sociol-
ogy/Biological Sciences double major. 
She is a pre-medical student and would 
eventually like a career in public health.
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Background 
	 Darfur	is	a	region	situated	in	western	Sudan.	
Darfur	shares	its	western	borders	with	Chad	and	
the	Central	African	Republic.	The	current	conflict	in	
Darfur	has	been	caused	by	a	multitude	of	political,	
social, economic and environmental problems. 
Darfur	is	populated	primarily	by	two	ethnic	groups,	
Arabs	and	Black	tribes.	The	Arabs	of	Darfur	are	
cattle herders while the black tribes are sedentary 
farmers.	These	are	the	only	two	economic	alterna-
tives	available	for	the	people	of	Darfur.	Hence,	when	
the	rich	agricultural	land	of	Darfur	was	threatened	
with	desertification	in	the	1970’s	and	experienced	a	
famine	in	1984,	it	magnified	the	potential	for	conflict	
between the two groups as they both depended on 
the	cultivable	land	for	their	livelihood.	
 Ethnic tensions between these two groups 
have been ceaseless, however they started erupting 
into	armed	violence	in	the	1980’s.	The	initial	violence	
was	bloody	but	too	sporadic	for	any	decisive	action	
to be taken by those in power. However, violence 
suddenly escalated when a new civil war emerged 
in	2003,	fought	between	nominally	“black”	ethnic	
groups and Arab militias called Janjaweed who, 
with	support	from	the	Khartoum	(Sudanese	govern-
ment),	killed	and	displaced	hundreds	of	thousands	of	
people. 
	 In	2004	not	only	was	there	a	cease-fire,	but	
there	were	also	African	Union	(AU)	troops	present	in	
Darfur	to	stop	the	unprecedented	violence.	However,	
the	humanitarian	crisis	in	Darfur	only	increased	ex-
ponentially	by	2007	leaving	hundreds	of	thousands	
of	people	dead	and	more	than	two	million	displaced.	
At this point, the United Nations (UN) decided to step 
in and on July 31, 2007, the United Nations Security 
Council authorized a joint UN-AU peacekeeping mis-
sion (UNAMID) to replace the AU mission, although 
UNAMID troop deployment did not begin until 2008. 
In	July	2008,	the	chief	prosecutor	of	the	ICC	(In-
ternational Criminal Court), Luis Moreno-Ocampo 
indicted	President	al-Bashir	on	charges	of	“genocide,	
crimes against humanity and war crimes including 
torture and murder and asked the court to issue a 
warrant	for	his	arrest.”		

Controversy
 The Sudanese government immediately 
rejected the indictment claiming that the ICC held 
no	jurisdiction	in	Sudan.	After	the	indictment,	Bona	
Malwal who serves as advisor to President Bashir, 
dismissed views that the Sudanese government 
helped	fuel	the	violence	between	tribes	in	Darfur	an-
nouncing	that,	“The	government	of	Sudan	is	hungry	
for	peace	and	that	is	why	we	support	the	existence	
of	peacekeepers	in	Darfur;	Darfur	is	a	global	prob-
lem.” 
 Countries across the globe questioned the 
wisdom	of	the	ICC’s	action	as	the	crisis	in	Darfur	
has	been	caused,	not	by	al-Bashir,	but	by	a	host	of	
underlying economical, political, cultural and environ-
mental	factors,	which	accumulated	over	a	long	pe-
riod	of	time.	The	AU	Security	Council,	which	consists	
of	all	African	countries	issued	a	statement	about	how	
the	quest	for	justice	should	not	impede	efforts	aimed	
at promoting lasting peace. Arab countries also ex-
pressed the view that the dramatic and decisive ac-
tion	of	the	ICC	was	uncalled	for.	In	addition,	China’s	
Foreign Ministry spokesman released this statement 
about China’s position on the indictment, “China 
expresses grave concern and misgivings about the 
International Criminal Court prosecutor's indictment 
of	the	Sudanese	leader.”
 UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon echoed 
Malwal's thoughts when he voiced his concerns 
about the negative impact the indictment would 
have	on	the	peace	process	and	efforts	by	making	
a	peaceful	settlement	in	Darfur	much	harder.	Politi-
cians and diplomats argue that the ICC should have 
pushed the Sudanese government to negotiate with 
the	militias	in	Darfur	for	a	peaceful	solution	instead	
of	indicting	the	president.
	 Ironically,	most	of	the	people	of	Darfur	favor	
al-Bashir’s indictment as they view him as the root 
cause	of	all	the	unrest.	Proponents	of	the	indictment	
cite	al-Bashir’s	recent	visit	to	Darfur	on	July	23,	2008	
when	he	conversed	with	UNAMID	officials	and	reas-
sured	them	of	his	full	support,	as	evidence	that	al-
Bashir,	under	pressure	from	his	potential	indictment,	
at least appears to have more incentive to broker 
peace	between	the	warring	factions.	o
 Zayna has just started out at UIC and is 
majoring in Economics. She likes to read and write in 
her spare time.
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S t u d e n t s  G i v i n g  B a c k  t o  a  Co m m u n i t y
 by Marija Bulatovic

	 Hurricane	Katrina	affected	the	lives	of	many	people	from	several	Southern	states	in	the	United	States.	Though	
Louisiana’s	damage	received	the	most	attention,	Mississippi	suffered	signifi	cant	damage,	as	well.	Seven	students	from	
Maine	East	High	School	in	Park	Ridge,	Illinois	found	out	just	how	much	damage	was	done	and	unlike	many,	decided	to	
take	charge.	Countless	homes	were	destroyed	due	to	the	hurricane’s	severity.	Many	of	the	Gulf	Coast’s	residents,	unable	
to	escape	the	fl	ooding	waters,	perished.	Thus,	the	students	wanted	to	do	more	than	just	raise	money	and	donate	to	orga-
nizations working to rebuild the damaged Coast. They wanted to go and physically help. I can remember the excitement 
of	fi	nding	out	that	our	proposal	had	achieved	its	purpose,	and	we	were	actually	given	the	chance	to	contribute	to	repairing	
the	damaged	Coast.	Though	Hurricane	Katrina	hit	in	2005,	we	soon	saw	that	a	lot	of	damage	was	still	evident	during	the	
time	of	our	trip,	in	the	summer	of	2007.
	 Before	we	were	granted	permission	to	volunteer,	we	had	to	developed	a	proposal	and	presented	it	to	our	teacher,	
Judy Tyler. We established a budget and planned out the trip in detail. Organizing transportation vehicles, hotel prices, 
food	sources,	and	lodging	were	some	of	our	main	concerns.	Luckily,	there	were	several	organizations	offering	to	contrib-

Photography by Chris Burke



27One World UIC Fall 2008 

ute	to	these	financial	necessities,	allowing	our	group	to	travel	affordably.	Researching	different	organizations	was	also	
a	crucial	issue,	for	we	needed	instruction	and	assignments	on	projects	that	were	underway	within	our	chosen	commu-
nity,	which	we	later	discovered	would	be	Ocean	Springs,	Mississippi.	We	presented	all	of	this	researched	information	to	
Mrs.	Tyler.	She	was	(and	currently	is)	the	coordinator	for	the	Gifted	Program	at	Maine	East.	Mrs.	Tyler	was	awed	by	our	
presentation and hard work and decided to schedule us to meet with the School Board. Our plans had a chance to come 
true.
 The School Board was just as impressed by our work as Mrs. Tyler was. It was decided. The students’ proposal 
was	approved	and	the	gifted	class	of	2008	would	now	be	going	to	Mississippi.	Something	that	was	never	done	before	at	
Maine East was going to happen.
	 In	July,	following	the	end	of	that	same	school	year,	twenty	students	and	five	parent	chaperones,	including	Mrs.	Ty-
ler,	set	out	for	Ocean	Springs,	Mississippi.	They	were	going	to	stay	at	Camp	Victor,	a	Lutheran	church	group	that	was	or-
ganizing	relief	for	those	that	had	lost	their	homes	due	to	the	hurricane.	The	students	were	to	be	spending	a	week	down	in	
Mississippi, helping rebuild homes. Everyone was ecstatic about the trip. We all attended several meetings and discussed 
the	various	school	rules	that	would	have	to	be	followed,	including	no	drinking	or	smoking.	Also,	we	were	informed	that	the	
work	we’d	be	doing	was	anything	but	pleasant.	Most	of	the	work	sites	didn’t	have	electricity	or	air	conditioning,	so	we’d	
have to battle the Southern sun as we worked. Nonetheless, everyone accepted all the rules and promised to behave (or 
at least not get caught misbehaving).
	 We	spent	about	a	day	and	a	half	traveling	from	Illinois	to	Mississippi,	resting	overnight	at	a	hotel	in	Arkansas.	It	
was	a	very	exhausting	trip	and	though	we	were	delayed	a	few	times	with	traffic	and	a	minor	car	malfunction,	we	arrived	
safely	to	Camp	Victor	on	a	Sunday	afternoon	in	late	July.	Our	first	day	of	work	began	the	following	morning.	The	lights	
were	turned	on	at	six	in	the	morning	and	breakfast	was	served	at	six-thirty.	Everyone	left	for	their	work	sites	around	seven	
and	worked	there	until	around	four	in	the	afternoon,	with	a	lunch	break,	our	course!	We	were	able	to	experience	a	variety	
of	different	tasks,	including:	priming,	mudding,	sanding,	and	even	painting	the	walls	of	two	houses!	
It	was	really	difficult	to	imagine	that	someone	had	actually	lived	in	the	house.	It	was	so	damaged.	There	were	holes	in	the	
walls	of	the	kitchen;	the	plumbing	wasn’t	functioning,	not	to	mention	that	there	were	all	kinds	of	critters	out	and	about	with-
in	the	rooms.	As	a	result,	the	homeowner	was	forced	to	live	in	a	trailer	behind	her	home.	Seeing	all	of	this	encouraged	me	
to	sand,	prime,	and	paint	to	the	best	of	my	ability.	To	help	us	fully	understand	just	how	important	our	work	was,	Mrs.	Tyler	
took	us	on	a	drive	along	the	Mississippi	Gulf	Coast	one	afternoon	after	working.	In	some	plots,	we	were	only	saw	four	
pillars standing where houses once stood. We visited an old, historical graveyard that was partly destroyed by the heavy 
flooding	that	the	area	had	experienced.	There	were	mansions	that	appeared	like	ordinary	homes,	but	when	one	looked	
closer,	he	or	she	would	see	that	some	of	their	walls	were	caved	in	and	windows	were	shattered.	I	was	utterly	shocked	that	
this	much	damage	remained	nearly	two	years	after	the	hurricane	had	hit!	
	 Seeing	these	horrific	sites	encouraged	us	to	work	even	harder,	fighting	the	fatigue	and	exhaustion	that	we	even-
tually	began	to	feel.	When	our	trip	had	come	to	an	end,	we	were	unhappy	that	we	had	to	leave.	We	wanted	to	continue	
contributing	to	the	rebuilding	projects.	I	was	personally	quite	devastated	when	I	heard	that	our	group	was	one	of	the	last	
that were scheduled to come during the summertime. During the summer was when most people decided to come and 
help	out,	and	realizing	that	it	was	only	late	July	and	that	no	more	help	would	come	after	us	was	very	upsetting.	Thus,	we	
worked	up	until	the	hour	before	we	were	scheduled	to	leave,	for	we’d	become	too	dedicated	to	our	projects	to	leave	them	
unfinished.	Our	goal	was	to	start	priming	each	of	the	homes	that	we’d	started	working	in.	Since	we	were	a	large	group,	we	
were separated into two subgroups and thus given two housing projects. Luckily, we were able to reach our goals and had 
primed	most	of	one	house	and	fully	the	other.	For	never	working	on	such	tasks	in	our	lives,	we	were	very	proud	to	accom-
plish the work we’d done.
Once	returning	home,	we	felt	closer	to	each	other	and	the	communities	we	had	met	in	Mississippi.	That	following	school	
year,	which	also	happened	to	be	our	senior	year,	the	gifted	class	of	2008	decided	that	visiting	Ocean	Springs,	Mississippi	
should	be	part	of	every	gifted	student’s	experience	in	the	Gifted	Lyceum	program	at	Maine	East.	That	experience	helped	
us	grow	as	young	adults	and	inspired	up	in	a	variety	of	ways.	Within	the	Gifted	Program’s	curriculum,	Mrs.	Tyler	had	
instilled	within	us	the	idea	of	altruism,	giving	to	others	selflessly.	Well,	that’s	easily	said	but	not	as	easily	carried	out.	Going	
on	that	trip	inspired	my	peers,	as	well	as	myself,	to	believe	that	we	too	could	have	altruistic	features.	When	one	thinks	
of	altruism,	a	vision	of	Gandhi	or	Mother	Theresa	pops	into	mind.	It	does	so	in	my	mind,	at	least.	Yet,	the	Mississippi	trip	
showed us that we could be as noble and strong as Gandhi or as kind and giving as Mother Theresa. When one would 
ask	us	to	give	an	example	of	altruism,	we	could	recall	a	personal	experience,	rather	than	a	generic	one.	That	is	something	
worth	experiencing.	Thus,	the	following	year,	Mrs.	Tyler	took	another	group	of	seniors	down	to	Ocean	Springs,	and	the	
work	and	memories	continued	for	another	group	of	eager	students.
	 Going	down	to	Ocean	Springs	was	one	of	the	best	experiences	of	my	life.	I	was	part	of	the	original	group	of	seven	
students	that	developed	a	proposal	to	go	and	physically	be	part	of	Mississippi’s	rebuilding.	I’ve	never	experienced	the	
feeling	that	I	experienced	while	I	was	down	there.	I	was	able	to	do	something	I’d	thought	I’d	never	do…To	have	the	owner	
of	the	house	I	was	working	on	come	out	of	her	trailer	with	tears	in	her	eyes	and	shake	my	hand	thankfully	is	a	sight	I’m	
never	going	to	forget.	Helping	others,	I’ve	learned,	is	one	of	the	greatest	experiences	one	can	be	a	part	of.	Now,	when	
one	asks	me	to	name	a	young	person	that	has	impacted	the	world,	not	only	can	I	name	nineteen	of	my	former	high	school	
classmates,	but	I	can	name	myself.	o
 Marija is a freshman pre-nursing student. She plans to apply to the college of nursing and perhaps apply to  
medical school. 
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E m b r a c i n g  P e a c e
by Sarung S .  K ashyap

	 Natalia	Paderina	of	Russia	and	Nino	Salukvadze	of	Georgia	were	photographed	on	August	10th	em-
bracing	one	another	after	they	each	medaled	in	an	air	pistol	event	at	the	2008	Olympics	in	Beijing.	Competitors	
between the United States and Greece, Argentina and Spain, and France and Germany also congratulated 
one	another	after	their	performances.	Why,	then,	did	this	particular	hug	draw	so	much	attention	from	specta-
tors, analysts and reporters all across the globe?  
	 On	August	8th,	2008,	Georgia	military	forces	attacked	the	republic	of	South	Ossetia.	Abkhazia	and	
South	Ossetia	are	two	enclaves	that	declared	their	autonomy	from	Georgia	sixteen	years	ago.	Their	declara-
tion	ignited	conflicts,	which	were	solved	relatively	quickly	by	peace	treaties	between	Russia	and	Georgia.	In	
1992,	Russian	peace	keepers	began	patrolling	the	borders	of	South	Ossetia	as	well	as	Abkhazia	to	solidify	the	
termination	of	conflict.	It's	no	surprise,	then,	why	Russia	powerfully	attacked	Georgia	following	the	events	on	
August 8th. Or is it? 
	 With	America	as	one	of	Georgia’s	strong	western	allies,	President	George	Bush	held	the	idea	that	the	
degree	of	Russia's	attack	on	Georgia	was	over	reactive.	Although	the	United	States	had	not	sent	any	military	
aid, other than the hundred or so military trainers stationed in Tbilisi, Georgia's capital, the Bush administration 
spoke out against Russian President, Vladimir Putin's military actions. President Bush went on to make very 
bold	assumptions	regarding	these	actions,	claiming	Russian	forces	"...may	soon	begin	bombing	the	civilian	
airport	in	the	capital	city	[Tbilisi]."	This	does	not	go	without	saying	that	United	States	officials,	before	the	events	
on	August	8th,	had	attempted	to	prevent	Georgian	President	Mikheil	Saakashvili	from	attacking	South	Ossetia	.		
Therefore,	President	Bush's	televised	statement	regarding	the	Putin's	potential	attack	on	Georgia's	civilian	air-
port,	made	from	the	White	House	Rose	Garden,	struck	irony	through	the	minds	of	the	millions	of	people	around	
the	world	who	watched	the	conflict	unfold.	Indeed,	it	was	Georgia	that	had	attacked	South	Ossetia	in	the	first	
place, killing over 2,000 innocent civilians and numerous Russian peacekeepers. 
	 The	lives	of	these	innocent	civilians	were	primarily	Russian	natives,	composing	a	majority	of	South	Os-
setia's	population.	President	Saakashvili's	military	actions	ignited	a	domino	effect	in	the	innocent	civilian	death	
count. Rita Bestaeva, an elderly Ossetian civilian, was among those captured by Georgian militia during the at-
tacks	on	the	night	of	August	8th,	2008.	Bestaeva	told	reporters	that	later	in	the	night,	a	Georgian	special	forces	
member	secretly	aided	in	freeing	many	of	the	captured	Ossetians,	exemplifying	the	resentment	of	Georgia's	
governmental agenda not only by the Ossetians, but also within the Georgian military. In retaliation, Russia 
attacked the Georgian opposition with its numerically larger military. Speculators argue that based on the im-
mense	force	with	which	Russia	retorted,	it	is	probable	that	Russia	has	simply	been	waiting	for	an	excuse	to	at-
tack Georgia. Nevertheless, the resulting death toll upon civilians has numbered into the thousands, including 
Ossentians, Georgians, and Russians. 
	 Despite	the	intentions	of	their	respective	governments,	perhaps	it	is	neutrality	and	peace	that	the	civil-
ians	of	all	sides	desire.	Putin's	military	gradually	filters	out	of	Georgian	territories,	while	Georgian	police,	rather	
than	army,	begin	patrolling	security	zones	in	South	Ossetia.	This	seemingly	minor	switch	has	settled	well	for	
the	Russians	thus	far	due	to	the	far	less	hostile	relationship	between	the	two.	Georgian	police	have	had	mini-
mal	interaction	with	Russian	militia	in	this	conflict,	whereas	with	the	Georgian	army,	on	the	other	hand,	the	
tension level is substantially greater.
	 Hostility	resides	in	the	hearts	of	civilians	from	Ossetia,	Russia,	and	Georgia	-	hostility	not	towards	each	
other,	but	towards	the	governments	for	igniting	unnecessary	war.	The	embrace	between	Natalia	Paderina	of	
Russia	and	Nino	Salukvadze	of	Georgia	represented	a	longing	for	tranquility	amidst	the	conflict	between	their	
respective	countries.	This	mere	hug	transformed	the	athletes	into	beacons	of	hope	and	peace	between	their	
countries	in	the	future.	o
 
 Sarung Kashyap is a freshman with a major in neuroscience. He hopes to become an ophthalmologist 
or neurologist. 
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Trends of the West emerge in the East
Suburbanizat ion spurs  India ’s  Development

	 A	new	trend	is	emerging	in	Southern	Asia,	transforming	the	
landscape on the Indian subcontinent. While in recent years many 
Western traditions have migrated east to India – clothing, music, and a 
booming	information	technology	industry–	the	latest	trend	to	appear	in	
India	is	reminiscent	of	the	1950’s,	when	planned	communities	sprung	
up in postwar America.
	 Suburbanization	–	it’s	a	familiar	trend	to	many	Americans.	
In	fact,	half	of	all	Americans	live	in	suburban	areas.	These	areas	are	
within	close	proximity	to	a	large,	crowded	city,	yet	they	are	often	rec-
ognized	in	the	United	States	for	their	wide	streets	and	quality	schools.	
Yet suburbs and so-called planned communities are a relatively new 
phenomenon	in	India.	A	mass	exodus	of	people	out	of	congested	cities	
has not been seen in India, where overcrowded cities such as Delhi 
and Mumbai experience continual increases in population. Increases 
in	population	and	affl	uence	have	occurred	concurrently,	as	younger	
generations	of	Indians,	through	higher	education,	have	become	
increasingly	equipped	to	compete	in	the	global	workforce	for	skilled	
white-collar jobs. 
	 In	Mumbai,	India’s	largest	city	with	a	population	of	over	
13	million	people,	the	constant	infl	ux	of	people	from	highly	diverse	
backgrounds has led to dramatic economic disparity. Property prices 
in	Mumbai	are	similar	to	those	in	London	or	Manhattan.	Signifi	cant	
overcrowding	in	the	city	exacerbates	the	problems	resulting	from	an	
aging	and	crumbling	infrastructure.	It	is	no	wonder,	then,	that	in	the	
1970’s	a	project	was	initiated	to	start	over	and	build	a	completely	new	
city on neighboring land once populated by mangrove swamps and 
small	fi	shing	villages.
	 Although	the	project	was	delayed	for	many	years,	Navi	(pro-
nounced	“NUH-vee”)	Mumbai,	or	“New	Mumbai,”	now	touts	itself	as	
the	“largest	new	fully-planned	city	in	the	world.”	Covering	an	area	of	
about 350 square kilometers, Navi Mumbai was planned and created 
to alleviate the congestion in Mumbai, as well as allow India to keep 
up	with	commerce	demands	of	the	twenty-fi	rst	century.	With	a	current	
population at about two million, and adding approximately 100,000 
more residents every year, the city has become particularly attractive 
to	young	Indian	professionals	looking	to	work	for	some	of	the	world’s	
largest and most renowned corporations, such as India’s Reliance 
Industries. Navi Mumbai resembles a typical suburban atmosphere, 
including	shopping	malls,	neighborhoods,	parks,	and	expansive	free-
ways	for	direct	travel	to	Mumbai	and	surrounding	areas.
 Navi Mumbai resembles satellite cities around major metro-
politan areas in the United States, and indeed the public sentiment to-
ward these cities, like in the United States, is mixed. Environmentalists 
in	India	are	concerned	with	the	development	of	this	city,	built	entirely	
on	sea	level.	Concerns	have	been	raised	regarding	fl	ooding,	which	is	
caused	by	India’s	annual	monsoon	season.	The	destruction	of	man-
grove swamps in order to build the city has eliminated natural habitats 
for	fi	sh	and	crabs,	and	has	displaced	the	local	fi	shermen	by	remov-
ing	their	source	of	livelihood.	Some	fi	shermen,	who	lived	in	the	area	
since	well	before	the	city	existed,	have	found	that	dramatic	increases	

in	pollution	due	to	industrialization	have	diminished	the	fi	shing	trade	in	
the area. Despite complaints that many have about the development 
of	Navi	Mumbai,	there	is	a	growing	sentiment	of	praise	for	the	city.	
Residents	are	proud	of	its	extensive	education	and	technology	sec-
tors,	which	boast	schools	of	higher	education	specializing	in	fi	elds	of	
high-demand, such as engineering and medicine. And, as the Wikipe-
dia article claims, Navi Mumbai is India’s only “No Slums” city. 
	 Clearly,	this	satellite	town	in	India	has	encountered	many	of	
the same problems and reactions that other suburbs around the world 
have.	Navi	Mumbai	and	the	Indian	state	of	Maharashtra	established	a	
local governing body to deal with issues surrounding the city. The Navi 
Mumbai	Municipal	Corporation,	consisting	of	committees	that	deal	
with,	for	example,	transportation	and	education	in	Navi	Mumbai,	has	
created	a	development	plan	for	the	city	to	continue	its	growth	into	a	
major international center.  Unlike many suburbs in the United States, 
however,	the	governing	body	of	Navi	Mumbai	aims	to	promote	a	
specifi	c	industry	within	its	borders.	Hoping	for	Navi	Mumbai	to	become	
the	“Silicon	Valley	of	India,”	the	group	has	created	initiatives	designed	
to	increase	the	infl	ux	of	technology	companies	to	the	area.	The	Navi	
Mumbai Municipal Corporation has created a Special Economic Zone, 
aimed	specifi	cally	at	providing	incentives	for	technology	industries	to	
relocate	to	the	city,	and	provide	coveted	jobs	to	Indian	professionals.	
Companies operating in the Special Economic Zone are not restricted 
by rules and regulations governing import and export. These com-
panies	benefi	t	from	operating	in	Navi	Mumbai	by	being	exempt	from	
tedious documentation requirements, sales taxes, and taxes levied on 
imports.	This	reduction	in	bureaucracy	and	red	tape	provides	signifi	-
cant	encouragement	for	business	to	relocate	to	Navi	Mumbai.	
	 The	suburbanization	of	Mumbai	has	clearly	progressed	differ-
ently	than	traditional	routes	of	suburbanization.	With	a	clear-cut	goal	in	
mind, the local policy makers continue to work to promote technology, 
education, and population migration to Navi Mumbai. Despite some 
negative	opinions	of	the	city	and	the	environmental	consequences	of	
the	city’s	development,	Navi	Mumbai	is	on	its	way	to	becoming	one	of	
the world’s most important technology centers. It is an ironic contrast 
to the trends in the United States, where a sluggish economy and ris-
ing	fuel	costs	are	slowing	the	migration	of	people	to	suburban	areas.	
Kishore Rathod, an editor at the Navi Mumbai newspaper DNA, stated 
it	well,	“You	have	the	Hummers	fl	ying	on	the	roads	of	Navi	Mum-
bai.	You	have	the	Ferraris	fl	ying	on	the	roads	of	Navi	Mumbai.	Now	
America is going to small cars, and we are talking about big cars.” 
 Navi Mumbai seems to be an idealistic center with its sights 
set	high	for	its	continual	development.	With	a	steadily	expanding	
economy	and	increasingly	educated	workforce,	Navi	Mumbai	is	poised	
to	make	a	signifi	cant	contribution	to	the	world’s	business	and	technol-
ogy	sectors,	and	is	evidence	of	India’s	persistent	transformation	into	a	
nation	well-equipped	to	compete	with	affl	uent	nations	of	the	west.	o
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ence and history.
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